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BY GAIL REID

TheEditor

Looking Back

n this issue we are celebrating 30 years of Faith Today
magazine - 30 years of providing a public gathering
place for Canadian Evangelicals.

It will also be a new year and a fresh start for me. On
January 1,2013 I'will be retiring as The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada’s director of resourcing and publishing. So
this is my last issue as managing editor
for Faith Today. My duties here will be
taken up by our other fine editors, Bill
Fledderus and Karen Stiller, and they’ll
also be hiring a new third editor.

Twelve years ago, when I attended
my first interviews for this job, I was very
relaxed because I believed I was only get-
ting “interview practice.”

I had been working from home as
editor of the United Church renewal magazine Fellowship
and writing freelance articles for various secular publica-
tions. But when our three children were off to school full-
time, I was ready for more.

When I saw the ad for the EFC position, I sent in my re-
sumé and welcomed the opportunity for my first interview,
expecting I would not get the job - in fact, I was depending
on it. Our home is a considerable distance from the EFC
office and, as my husband often reminded me, “Driving
is not your forte.” Applying for a job so far away did not
make sense.

However, the idea that this was only a practice run

Over the years
I've learned God
is truly faithful.
When He calls,
He also equips.

As | write my last column for Faith Today,
| remember God’s faithfulness.

made me so relaxed during the interviews that I really
enjoyed the process. (Our Lord did create humour, after all.)

You can imagine my shock and surprise when then-
president Gary Walsh called to offer me the job as the EFC’s
director of communications. Though the job was very chal-
lenging, I quickly welcomed the opportunity. It was the
commute that I feared.

Over the years I've learned God is
truly faithful. When He calls, He also
equips. My driving skills have definitely
improved, but more importantly the
travel time became the most precious
part of my day, because I used it to pray.
(More evidence of our Lord’s character.)
It started with me just praying for my
driving, but over time it became a daily
conversation where I could hand over the desires and fears
of my heart. I experienced an intimacy with God I didn’t
know existed.

Everyone who works in Christian ministry knows the
challenges. Each of us seeks to respond to God'’s call - so
often we are fearful and overwhelmed with the obstacles.
Yet it is through these that, so often, we witness His miracles
and love.

ALL THE STAFF at Faith Today and the EFC thank Gail Reid
for her outstanding contributions. We pray that God will
richly bless you, Gail, in the years ahead. We will miss you!
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Offensive Gospel
Re: Why They're Leaving (Sep/
Oct 2012)
It's great to see the concern about
diminishing church attendance,
but keeping people in the pews
is not the root issue. “The very
basic reason you come to church
on Sunday is to say thank you to
God for your salvation,” says
Rick Hiemstra. Let me add the
primary reason young people
leave the church is that they
know nothing of that salvation.
They haven't believed what the
Bible says about the depth of per-
sonal sin, God’s righteous judge-
ment and wrath against sin, and
the hope found in Jesus Christ.
Contrary to a comment in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

the article, the “transmission
of values” is not the important
thing. Morality has no power to
save. The key is passing on the
trustworthy message as it has
been taught: we are sinners in
need of a saviour — and a Sav-
iour has come!

The report highlights four
“drivers” of church involvement
[“spiritually engaged parents,
experiences of God, vibrant
community, and empowering
teaching and beliefs”], but it
would be better to understand
these as the means God uses to
give salvation by grace, not as
ways to make church worth-
while [or attractive to youth].

Another caution is needed

around Rachel
Harder’s comments,
which let people
mixupwhoisdoing
the rejectingwhen a
person walks away
from the biblical moral standard.
God does not give humans the
“right to act” in ways He has de-
scribed as sin. In fact, the very
root of sin is our rejection of God
and His Word. We should not
be surprised when people reject
churches where biblical morality
is preached, but we should help
those people understand they
are the ones doing the rejecting.
True, the church has not
handled this well, but the solu-
tion is not to diminish the sin of

homosexuality.
The solution is to
recover the bib-
lical teaching on
the wickedness of
all sin, especially
our own, so that we will stop act-
ing like the unmerciful servant
of Matthew 18. In love we must
affirm the sinfulness of sin and
point fellow sinners to the cross
where we found salvation.
Harder says, “The first mes-
sage we want to send to young
people is that they belong,” but
those words send a dangerous
message. We should certainly
communicate that young people
are welcome at our gatherings,
but nobody belongs to the

James Astleford

stones

APPOINTED

James Astleford as exec-
utive director of Adventist
Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) Can-

ada. He servedin senior
management with ADRA
for 20 years, including in
South Sudan, the Philip-
pines, SriLanka, Nepal
and India. He holds a master of science

in administration degree in international
development and an MA from Andrews
University. ADRA was established by the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
soon after the Second World War. Astle-
ford replaces Ron Kuhn.

James K. A. Smith as editor-in-chief of
Comment magazine, a journal of opinion
for Christian leaders published by the
think-tank Cardus, based in Hamilton,
Ont. Dr. Smith teaches philosophy at
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich.

A native of Embro, Ont., he is a visiting
professor at Trinity College (University of
Toronto), and has also taught at Regent
College, Fuller Seminary, Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary and Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary.

John W. Irwin as chair of the board for
The Word Guild, an association of Can-
adian writers, editors, speakers, publish-
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ers, booksellers, librarians and other
interested individuals who are Christian.
Irwinis aretired book publisher (Irwin
Publishing) who served on the boards
of McMaster Divinity College, Toronto
School of Theology, Wycliffe College, The
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada and
other institutions. The Word Guild holds
conferences for writers, including one
each June in Guelph, Ont., and sponsors
national awards programs. Irwin suc-
ceeds Les Lindquist.

LAUNCHED

A Master of Theological Studies - In-
digenous Studies program, offered co-
operatively by Tyndale University College
& Seminary and the North American Insti-
tute for Indigenous Theological Studies.
The program launches in June 2013 and
accommodates participants from remote
locations using intensive summer classes,
online hybrid formation and wrap-around
courses relating to an annual symposium.
NAIITS, led by Terry LeBlancin Evansburg,
Alta., and Tyndale, led by Gary Nelsonin
Toronto, promise a curriculum designed
and taught primarily by indigenous faculty
to equip students who want to make a
contribution to the indigenous world in
their own ministry context.

An American counterpart for the
Canadian charity Save the Mothers,

www.FaithToday.ca

which promotes maternal health in the
developing world through education and
advocacy. Save the Mothers was founded
by Dr. Jean Chamberlain-Froese of Ham-
ilton, Ont., who lives mainly in Uganda.
STM trains local professionals in Africa,
thus building a network of effective
leadership for social change. Save the
Mothers (U.S.A.) held its inaugural board
meeting in Pittsburgh in December, led
by Dr. Stephen Noll, former vice-chan-
cellor (president) of Uganda Christian
University.

RESTRUCTURING

Lutheran Theological Seminary Saska-
toon, a member of the Saskatoon Theo-
logical Union, declared a state of financial
exigency and let go two of its five tenured
professors, Jann Boyd and Christian Eber-
hart. Its board says these painful steps
are necessary to ensure the long-term
viability of the seminary, which has been
preparing men and women for ministry for
nearly a hundred years. Financial exigency
is not bankruptcy or insolvency — institu-
tions use it “to take extraordinary action
to reduce expenditures and preserve
resources,” according to the Association
of Theological Schools. Kevin Ogilvie is
president of the seminary, which is owned
by the four western synods of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in Canada.
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Church, the body of Christ, without first re-
penting of his or her sin and calling on the
name of Jesus.

Jeremy Postal hit the nail on the head
when he listed engaging Scripture as the
number one priority for ministering to
young people. He says, “Young adults . . .
will find the meta-story of Scripture attract-
ive,” but we must also remember the Bible
teaches that the message of the gospel is
offensive to sinful men and women. It is a
stumbling block to them, and they suppress
the truth and exchange it for a lie.

Thank God the Bible also teaches that
God is seeking sinners, and He loves people
who are still in opposition to Him. It teaches
that He works salvation in men and women
by giving them eyes to see they have been re-
jecting God, and ears to hear the good news
that Jesus Christ died to pay the penalty.

Young people are walking away because
churches have been walking away from
the gospel. When churches fail to preach
the truth that men and women are funda-
mentally sinful and rebellious against God,
young people fail to be confronted with their
own personal sin and fail to see their need
for a Saviour. This is the root of the problem,
but it was glossed over in this article.

The Church in Canada is in desperate
need of clear presentations of the core
truths of the Bible, and the EFCis in a pos-
ition to stand up for the “offensive” mes-
sage. My prayer is that the love of Christ
would motivate Faith Today to boldly con-
tend for the faith.

David Rennalls
Louisville, Kentucky

Letters to the editor

must be signed and have the
writer's address if intended for
publication. Please include a day-
time phone number. Letters may
be edited for length or clarity.
Opinions are the writer's own.

® |etters to the editor and writing
queries: editor@faithtoday.ca

® Subscriptions and address
changes: info@faithtoday.ca

® Advertising: ads@faithtoday.ca

® Or write to: Box 5885 West
Beaver Creek Post Office,
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0BS.
Fax: 905-479-4742.
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Matters GOOD NEWS

rbana, Inter-Varsity Christian

= = U Fellowship’s (IVCF) student mis-

r a n a ISS I O n sion conference that takes place
every three years, closed this year how it
f h began years ago — with a strong Canadian

0 n e re n ce a nges touch. Geri Rodman, president of IVCF

- Canada, offered the closing address to a

YO u n L Ive s crowd of thousands, including more than
g 2,200 Canadians who travelled to St. Louis,

Missouri for the conference, which took

place from Dec. 27

. 4 to 31.
I Ever since it began, .
Urbana has always had a The very first
strong Canadian touch. Urbana conference

actually took place

in Canada in 1946.

The conference has

grown to become

the pivotal event

of IVCF, an organ-

ization committed to

“the transformation

of youth, students and
graduates, in all their ethnic diversity, into
fully committed followers of Jesus Christ”
(www.ivcf.ca).

“The challenge is to take the mission that
they’ve heard back home,” says Rodman.
“During the whole week, the challenge is to
engage, and the theme is the Great Invita-
tion. It's an extraordinary invitation requir-
ing an extraordinary investment.”

Although the conference is now held in
the U.S., (with the next Urbana scheduled

I Geri Rodman

™ - ometimes anidea grabs hold
' Sof you and just doesn't let go.
That is what happened when R.

? William Muir heard a12-part sermon
series on the Book of Job at Emman-
uel (Crossroads) Baptist Churchin
Victoria, B.C.,in1976. “| realized then,”
he says, “that | wanted to do something
creative” with Job's story.

Over the years Muir, managing
editor of the magazine Canadian Men-
nonite, experimented with different
ways to retell the story of Job and his
trials. He tried writing an opera, an epic
poem, a play — but the right medium
eluded him.

An epiphany came in the late 1980s

PHOTOS: INTERVARSITY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP/USA
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in three years), Rodman points out IVCF
Canada and its American partners are the
co-hosts of Urbana, and always have been.
“The purpose of Urbana hasn’t changed
in all those years. It is to really engage stu-
dents and challenge them with the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ, and to engage with
that mission,” says Rodman.

IVCF will follow up with students who
attend, with a particular focus on univer-
sity students who attended the Canadian
Student Leadership Track offered during
the conference. “We started that back in Ur
bana '03. That is one of the most powerful
things,” says Rodman. “They get so much
traction back at the campus.”

“Our mission,” she says, “is to launch
20,000 extraordinary student leaders in the
next decade, fuelled by the Hemorrhaging
Faith report,” which IVCF helped sponsor.
(The report Hemorrhaging Faith: Why and
When Young Adults Leave, Return and Stay

in the Church, is available at www.hemor-

rhagingfaith.com.)
“This is a very strategic Urbana, par-

ticularly for Canada, in light of that re-
port,” says Rodman.

“Urbana is the single greatest im-
pacting conference or situation that
moves people to dedicate their lives to
full-time mission, whether it’s missional
in their vocation or going overseas. That’s
where Urbana continues to deliver.”

-Karen Stiller

Old Story in a Brand New Format

when the writer listened inon aradio
program about early 1970s blues and the
people who played it. Blues artist Big Bill
Broonzy's assertion that “blues is a steal
from the spirituals” prompted Muir to
write Job’s Blues: A Blues Opera, a unique
blend of blues and opera that tells one of
the Bible's most provocative tales.

“The blues did grow out of spirit-
ual roots,” Muir says, “but it has not
been known for spiritual content for a
long time. | wanted to see if we could
reconnect the two.” Muir went on to
connect online with two San Francisco
Bay Area composers, Chris Michie and
Andy Kulberg. The duo composed all
the music for the opera’s 14 songs and

Contest to Send Canadians
to Visit Missionaries

oveGlobal, a Canadian online fund-
L raising platform for missionaries,

along with Missions Fest Vancouver,
are holding a Win a Trip to Meet Your Mis-
sionary Contest, an opportunity for Can-
adian supporters of LoveGlobal mission-
aries to win a trip to visit and work alongside
amissionary they support for one week.

“We are very excited about this

contest,” says Darian Kovacs, executive
director for LoveGlobal. “Canadians have
been embracing the LoveGlobal idea as an
alternative model to the traditional ways
funds are raised for missionaries, here and
overseas. For us, this contestis just the
next logical step to LoveGlobal's style of
authentic storytelling, constant updates,
and real interaction between missionaries
and those who support them.”

PHOTO: ROSANNA PENG

I Darian Kovacs

The contest is open to anyone who registers online at www.loveglobal.com
or www.missionscontest.com, and commits to raising funds and/or awareness
for a missionary registered on the LoveGlobal site. Many missionaries on the
site are independent, but an increasing number, says Kovacs, are affiliated with
organizations such as SIM, OMF, Youth With a Mission, Operation Mobilization
and The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada.

Winners will be chosen in three categories: most money raised for a mission-
ary, most creative way to raise any amount of funds, and most people signed up
as LoveGlobal supporters. “We think that people will have a great time with this
contest,” says Kovacs. “In many ways the sky is the limit. Creativity will be rewarded
along with actual dollar counts, and people power as well. It's going to be a lot of fun
to watch this unfold.” Winners will also receive a video camera to record their trip

and later post footage on the website. The contest closes Jan.15.

one instrumental piece.
The opera was scored by
a Toronto musician, Doug
Virgin, bass guitarist with
Sanctuary Ministries’
house band Red Rain.

In November 2012 delighted
audiences at the Harriston Town Hall
Theatre (located near Guelph, Ont.,)
enjoyed the fruits of Muir’s long labour
at six performances of Job's Blues.
The two-act operais setinamodern-
day blues club frequented by Job, a
successful blues singer. Job's testing
is narrated by the bartender, and bad
news is delivered by three waitresses.
His friends are club patrons. There is

www.FaithToday.ca |

—Staff

no dialogue — all Job's trials
and tribulations are revealed
though song.

As hereflects on the real-
ization of a 36-year project,
Muir is very appreciative of
the Theatre Guild for taking a

chance on his new musical. He is also
buoyed and encouraged by the audi-
ence’s reactionto Job’s Blues, saying, “I|
think we're on to something.”

Apparently others agree, as a num-
ber of organizations have indicated an
interest in future performances of the
blues opera. This idea may not be done
with R. William Muir just yet.

—Mary Lou Harrison

January / February 2013 1 11


http://www.loveglobal.com
http://www.missionscontest.com
http://www.hemorrhagingfaith.com
http://www.hemorrhagingfaith.com
http://www.FaithToday.ca

Matters

GOOD NEWS

Honduran First Lady Visits
Canadian Church Group

Her Excellency
Rosa Elena Bonilla
de Lobo speaks

at the annual
fundraising ban-
quet held by the
Carpenteros.

SUPPLIED PHOTO

small group of missions-minded
A Christians from Southern Ontario

has caught the attention of the
Honduran first lady, Her Excellency Rosa
Elena Bonilla de Lobo. Bonilla de Lobo
visited Ontario in September to attend the
annual fundraising banquet held by the
Carpenteros — a mission group from Cal-
vary Christian Reformed Church in Flam-
borough, Ont., which has served the poor
in Honduras since 2001. After carrying

out several disaster relief
missions in the Central
American country, the
Carpenteros wanted to
shift to more long-term
work based on partner-
ships with the people
they were helping.

Committed to inten-
tionally building relation-
ships with the Honduran
people, and promising
their continued support
after their mission teams
left, the group named
themselves Carpenteros
(www.carpenteros.ca),
based on combining the
English and Spanish words for “carpen-
ters.” Their goal is to help Hondurans
improve living conditions in impover-
ished communities, in partnership with
World Renew, the development, disaster
response and justice arm of the Christian
Reformed Church in Canada.

Their projects include microfinance
co-operatives, construction projects, build-
ing latrines and wells, and water projects.
The group has also funded continuing

Listening Ministry Helps Bring Healing

hat do you say when awoman
tells you her husband has just
taken his life? Nothing, advises

Murray O'Coin, a Mohawk and ministry
leader on the Tyendinaga Reservation just
outside Ottawa. “When you sitin silence
for 15 minutes, it brings trust. It leads to
them pouring out what is really on their
hearts. It's a real gift,” says O'Coin.

Recently, he patiently listened to the
story of a grieving family. “That story
doesn’'t come outinan hour or aday. It
came over four weeks of breakfast, sup-
per and tea, going for walks and hunting
together.”

Bringing healing through listening is at
the heart of Christian listening as taught
by Acorn Ministries Canada, a national or-
ganization that began in 2003 and which
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has headquarters in Ottawa and offices in
Toronto and Vancouver.

Ray Brooke, executive director of
Acorn, says being listened to without
interruption is therapeutic. People often
begin talking about a safe topic. When
trustis built, they share deeper feelings
and their thinking becomes clarified.

“A person can work out a solution to
their own problem when they are listened
to,” says Brooke. The listener creates a
physically and emotionally safe space
for this to happen. At the end of conver-
sations, listeners don't give advice, but
instead ask summarizing questions that
may help people take action.

Acorn'’s Christian (or reflective) listen-
ing principles can be applied in variety of
settings including families, schools and
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education, health and self-care training,
emergency and disaster relief, and legal
assistance.

“We tell our team members that the
mission trip really begins when they get
home,” says Ken Vanderlaan, a Carpentero
leader and team member. “Our responsibil-
ity is not to build a house and then leave. It
is to let the Honduran people know that we
are their brothers in sisters in Christ, and
we will continue to help them.”

The paths of the Carpenteros and the
firstlady of Honduras — known for her own
antipoverty activism and projects — have
crossed before, but everyone was pleased
when Bonilla de Lobo accepted their invita-
tion to attend their annual dinner.

“Thank you for loving Honduras,”
Bonilla de Lobo said at the banquet. “I
am so amazed to see a room full of people
who are so dedicated to helping another
country. People like you are the ones the
world needs. You are an example to others
and you are helping to change the way of
thinking in our country. Carpenteros, you
are famous in Honduras!”

The Carpenteros have raised more
than $1 million in the last decade in sup-
port of Honduras, and are excited to see
how the ministry will continue to grow.
There are already tentative plans for fu-
ture connections to take place between the
work of the Carpenteros and the efforts
of the first lady. —Monica deRegt

churches. People can book appointments
with trained listeners or the teaching can
be integrated into everyday life and work.

Acorn Canada gave Murray O'Coin per-
mission to adapt Christian listening prin-
ciples to his work on the reserve. “With so
many things, they want you to take what
they have designed and press play. That
doesn’'t work here,” says O’'Coin.

Acorn'’s principles are in harmony with
Mohawk culture and have helped O'Coin
tunein to stories even more intentionally.

“Christian Listening is slowing down
and hearing, hearing God, listening to
the Holy Spirit, but also listening to the
person.”

Acorn offers periodic training ses-
sions in Ottawa and can teach sessions
for a minimum of eight participants upon
request. Last year the ministry trained 120
people. —Sandra Reimer
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Church-Run Soup Lunch Brings a Town Together

up with adults with special needs to provide a free weekly

community lunch held at alocal downtown church. Spe-
cial needs adults learn hospitality and food preparation skills while
they prepare and serve lunch to attendees, and customers and
hosts alike make and strengthen connections in their community.
For sixmonths ayear, churches involved have a chance to interact
with each other and neighbours.

It was the non-church-based parent support group that first
started the idea for a collaborative community lunch. The group
wanted their adult children to be more involved in their community.
“The coming together, it was like heaven. The timing was amaz-
ing. Churches want to be out in the community,” says Sue Bradley,
spokesperson for the parent support group. Modelled on a project
inanearby town, Soups on Us is not a soup kitchen. The lunchis a
drop-in, open for two hours one day a week, and is offered free of
charge. Church volunteers work one-on-one with the special needs
adults who prepare 50 quarts of soup, and now desserts too.

It's a considerable amount of work, but worth it all, say organ-
izers. “The soup has to be made and then cooled downinanice
bath, according to Ministry of Health regulations,” notes volunteer
John Gibson from New Song Church, one of the participating con-

a diverse group of churches in Port Perry, Ont., have teamed

Missionary Moves From Mango Trees to Tim Horton’s

the world” (www.sim.ca). Long-
worth is with SIM’s Culture Con-

neXions program, designed spe-
cifically for the setting in which
Longworth finds himself - Can-
adian, urban, and on the radar of
local churches wanting to innov-
ate programs to share God’s love
with their neighbours.

“I partner with churches to
reach their marginalized com-
munities more effectively,” he
says. “It could be lower-income
Canadians, homeless people,
youth cultures like skaters, punk,

Don Longworth at
the'Apple Blossom
Trailer Park.

gregations. “A qualified person who has taken the food prepara-
tion course has to be in the kitchen at all times.”

The programis funded by the six churches involved, who pro-
vide their own supplies for the soup, desserts and other sundries.
“Soups on Us provides lunch and a meeting place for the com-
munity, all the way from children to lonely seniors, widows and
widowers, high school students, business people and politicians.
Everyone comes away from it with areal good feeling,” says Gibson.

Both Gibson and Cheryl Dejong of the Hope Reformed Chris-
tian Churchin Port Perry see the Soups on Us lunch as a chance
to share the love of Christ with others. “It's a chance to be our
brother’s keeper, to serve others to raise them up,” says Dejong.
She says the opportunity to be part of helping special needs
adultsintegrate into society in a natural way appeals to her and
her team. “It's wonderful to work with other churches.We should
be working together for the common good....” says Dejong.

Parents of the special needs adults involved have watched
participants greet and befriend their children in the community.
“It means so much to them to do something worthwhile,” says
Gibson. One of the special needs adults summed up her feelings
about the program this way: “| waited all summer for this.” [EE

—Michelle Zarins

any other that can sometimes use a chap-
lain. “I am dealing with a lot of addictions,
alot of dysfunctional family situations, and
problems with knowing how to relate to and
deal with things like conflict resolution,” ex-
plains Longworth. “It’s been a spiritual ex-
ercise of listening to God and seeing what
doors are open and where I could help.”
He recently walked through another
open door and into a senior-run soup lunch
hosted by Lincoln Baptist Church. He has
a ministry there of visiting and listening.
Through all the ministry outreach in
which Longworth works, whether in a
trailer park or a seniors’ soup lunch, there is
one quintessentially Canadian constant -
Tim Horton’s. “In Africa, when I was learn-

The Apple Blossom Trailer Park
in Fredericton is a long way from
Benin, West Africa. But when a
32-yearold missionary returned to this New
Brunswick city from Benin, he applied
what he learned as a missionary abroad
to this park of approximately 150 people.

“My background is missions. I come in
and try to look at the community with as
unbiased a view as possible, like I would
if I came into an African village. I try and
study the culture - because it is a culture,”
explains Don Longworth.

He works with SIM Canada, an evan-
gelical organization whose mission is “to
glorify God by planting, strengthening,
and partnering with churches around

Goth - all these types of cultures that these
churches have a hard time bridging, or are
scared to bridge.”

At Apple Blossom it all began with a
friendship. Longworth, who partners with
two local Baptist congregations (Kingsley
Baptist and Lincoln Baptist), befriended
a young man who lived in the park and
showed up at church one day.

“It was the building of a friendship,” he
says, one that led to a Bible study and then
the Apple Blossom Café, a drop-in coffee
house run from a vacant trailer. “It was
an awesome way to connect with people.
Many folks there now look at me as their
community chaplain.”

And Apple Blossom is a community like
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ing a tribal language, I had to be around
people. I went to the mango trees. They
are great big shady trees, and all the guys
would gather and play cards in the heat of
the day. It was where people hung out.”

Tim Horton'’s, he says, is the Canadian
mango tree.

“There is no substitute for Tim Hor-
ton’s. When you invite someone to Tim’s,
there is something disarming about it, at
least here in the East. They know you are
going to talk life, about things that mat-
ter more than the weather. That’s what I
started doing,” says Longworth. “Ilearned
when I was in Benin, in order to reach
people, you have to be where they are.” [

—Karen Stiller
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Selling Embryos?

We don’t buy and sell people.

14
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ecently a fertility clinic in the United States made

news for not only selling human sperm and eggs,

but human embryos as well. While many re-
sponded with disdain, National Post columnist Marni
Soupcoff questioned the validity of the objections.

Embryo donation does occur in Canada. Couples who
undergo in vitro fertilization often have nine eggs fertilized
and then have three implanted. If pregnancy does not re-
sult, the next three are implanted. A successful pregnancy
often leaves “spare” embryos left over.

What to do with them is a technologically created moral
dilemma. Some are then made available to other couples.
And there’s atleast one Christian organization in Canada that,
out of its respect for human life, facilitates embryo adoption.

When regulations on such areas were being shaped, the
EFC argued for the importance of the sanctity of human life
and our society’s affirmation of the dignity of human life.

These principles underlie current laws that prevent
buying and selling human eggs, sperm and embryos, and
ban payment to mothers who carry someone else’s child.

Commercialization of embryos might assist those want-
ing to be parents. But is that what we want as a society?

Protecting human life often requires extra care for the
vulnerable, as our child care institutions show. For ex-
ample, in fostering and adoption it’s not the parental inter-
ests that are primary. We want to find homes for waiting
children, not to find children for wanting parents.

Similarly Canada has long banned slavery, and recent-
ly we even strengthened our laws to protect children and
youth from being trafficked. Our abhorrence of the exploita-
tion of slavery is shared worldwide, and universal condem-
nation falls on all remaining places where it is still practised.

Another example is the sex trade. In Canada there is
increased lobbying to decriminalize prostitution, includ-
ing major cases currently before our top courts. Do we as
a society accept that the bodies of others should be bought
for sexual pleasure?

Decriminalizing prostitution, it’s often argued, has
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www.FaithToday.ca

worked in European countries. But in fact many there
are pushing to re-establish criminal laws against buying
sex. Such laws have been effective in Sweden and Norway,
supplemented with counselling and retraining programs.

Where human trafficking is tolerated, children are hurt.
Many of the youth being recruited to prostitution, even in
Canada, are kids from group homes and foster homes.

Rejecting the commodification and exploitation of a
human being today is part of a centuries-old battle includ-
ing Evangelicals who led the charge to abolish slavery in
the late 1700s and early 1800s.

The same abolitionists also worked to prevent the ex-
ploitation of child labour. In Toronto it was seeing six-year-
olds selling newspapers on the streets that motivated J. J.
Kelso to establish the first Children’s Aid Society in Canada.

Resisting the commercialization and commodification
of human life is a critical expression of our society’s respect
for the dignity of the human being. This respect shapes our
laws governing biotechnology, adoption and slavery.

Such principles also underlie our universal health care
system, our social programs and even our employment laws
- you can hire someone, but you can’t buy them or rent them.

But it takes effort to maintain these principles in a soci-
ety driven by markets and a consumerist and materialist
ethos that reduces life to transactions.

Soupcoff asks, “How does adding money to the equation
change the dynamic of adopting embryos? How might money
undermine a process that is very much like an adoption?”

Our response should be this. Since we reject buying and
trading infants, we must be consistent and reject buying
and selling eggs, sperm and embryos, and hiring women
to carry children to term.

Soupcoff concludes, “Canadian outrage over treating
embryos as salable goods rather than precious lives seems
particularly strange given that Canadian law currently of-
fers embryos no protection or status whatsoever.”

I agree in part. But a key reason we don’t permit traffick-
ing in human embryos is to acknowledge a certain status,
a valuation that would be undermined by affixing a price.

If we permit commercializing activities that define our
humanity, if we allow some or parts of us to be commodi-
fied, we will be offering sacrifices to those commercial-
izing forces we allow to govern so much of our lives.

Let us affirm today, alongside the abolitionists of his-
tory, respect for life and the dignity of all, created in the
image of God.

BRUCE J. CLEMENGER is president of The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada. Read more of his columns
at www.theEFC.ca/clemenger.
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End-of-Life Issue in the Supreme Court
he EFC appeared as an intervener before the Su-
preme Court of Canada on Dec. 10 in the case of
Cuthbertson v. Rasouli. The case concerns an Ontario

man in a coma due to complications after minor brain sur-
gery. Machines are required to keep him alive. The doctors
in charge of this man’s care determined the time had come
to remove him from the medical equipment keeping him
alive. The family disagrees. Read more, including the EFC's
written arguments, at www.theEFC.ca/Rasouli. The court
decision is expected in a few months.

An Evening to End Prostitution

The EFC’s policy analyst Julia Beazley is participating with
Defend Dignity in a series of thought-provoking confer-
ences in Portage la Prairie (Jan. 27), Calgary (Jan. 31, Feb.
1), Caledonia (March 1) and beyond. Defend Dignity is an
initiative of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. Find
out more at www.DefendDignity.ca and www.theEFC.ca/
ProstitutionL.awReform.

Evangelicals Draft New

Creation Care Document

The Lausanne Movement in collaboration with the World
Evangelical Alliance, of which the EFC is a member, met
recently in St. Ann, Jamaica to discuss creation care and
the gospel. Read their final commitment at www.lausanne.
org/CreationCare. You can add your own signature there

or submit an institutional endorsement.

Why Is Assisted Suicide Requested?
In a new EFC discussion paper, Palliative Care and End of
Life Therapies, researchers at the EFC’s Centre for Faith
and Public Life examine reasons why people request
assisted suicide. The paper also considers two recently
developed therapies which can alleviate suffering while
offering dignity and hope. Download a copy at www.
theEFC.ca/ResourcesOnEuthanasia.

Abortion Funding:

How Provinces Decide

The EFC recently released a new report which explains
how provinces and territories can determine whether or
not they will fund abortions. Provincial Decisions: Abortion
Funding in Canada corrects common misconceptions and
equips readers to challenge their government’s position
on using tax dollars to fund abortions.

“Provincial governments determine whether and
when abortions are ‘medically necessary,’ and as such,
whether to fund them and in which circumstances,” says
EFC Vice-President Don Hutchinson. He points toa 2010
Angus Reid poll which found only 44 per cent of Can-
adians felt the “health care system should fund abortions
whenever they are requested.” About 39 per cent felt the
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system should only pay for abortions in cases of medical
emergencies, and 10 per cent said abortions should not
be funded at all.

“Our review of the law and funding practices in this
area,” says Hutchinson, “suggests concerned Canadians
are on solid ground in communicating their concerns to
elected provincial representatives.” Available at www.
theEFC.ca/AbortionFunding.

Update on Abortion Opinion Polls

The EFC has released an updated version of Abortion Polls
in Canada: A Compilation by Topic of Opinion Polling in
Canada from 2007-2012 to include the most recent opinion
polling data. This resource assists pro-life activists with
drafting articles, columns and blogs, as well as preparing
for interviews and debates. Download a copy at www.
theEFC.ca/AbortionPolls2012.

Praise and Prayer Alert for Pakistan

The EFC’s Religious Liberty Commission released an alert
in November when an important blasphemy case against
a young Pakistani Christian teenager, accused of burning
a Koran, was dismissed by Pakistan’s higher court. Many
in Pakistan are praying this case will be a precedent for
others awaiting trial. Read more at www.theEFC.ca/alerts.

Interns Share Experiences -

Apply Now

The EFC’s internship testimonials page has been updated
with one of last summer’s students sharing his experience.
You can also watch a video interview of an intern from
summer 2011 as he shares his experience in Ottawa at the
EFC’s Centre for Faith and Public Life. New applications
are welcome. Please visit www.theEFC.ca/internship to
learn more.

Video Resource on Poverty

Three Christian ministries have launched a video resource
to inspire the world’s Christians to help end the agony of
1.4 billion people suffering extreme poverty. Christian Aid,
Compassion and Micah Challenge have released the nine
mini-videos which include supporting comments from
world figures such as former British prime minister Tony
Blair and Alpha Founder Nicky Gumbel.

Rev.Joel Edwards is the international director of Micah
Challenge. “Extreme poverty is a modern-day evil,” he
says. “There are an estimated two billion Christians in
the world, which is an unstoppable force to end the plight
of the 1.4 billion people suffering extreme poverty.”

Canadian Geoff Tunnicliffe, CEO of World Evangelical
Alliance, says, “This unique study raises some provoca-
tive questions and asks us to reimagine how Jesus’ words
should inspire and motivate the Church today.” For more
information see www.theJesusAgenda.org.
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INTERVIEW WITH CANADIAN EVANGELICAL LEADERS

Q & A With John Liira

John Liira has served as lead
pastor at Highway Christian Fel-
lowship — an EFC-affiliated con-
gregation — in Sidney, B.C. since
1999. He entered the ministry in
1981 in Calgary and has minis-
tered in various locations, includ-
ing East Africa. He and his wife
Margaret have three children.

What is your greatest joy in ministry?

I experience tremendous joy in seeing the next genera-
tion passionately embracing the life and Kingdom of
Jesus Christ. The manner in which the younger genera-
tion is reshaping the proclamation of the gospel while
retaining the integrity of the message is so invigorating.
Although the statistics point to a mass exodus of young
adults from the church, it is not all bad news! There is a
groundswell of young adults who are also entering a life
of genuine abandonment to the cause of Jesus Christ.

What has been your greatest struggle?

In more recent times I have struggled with the current
trend of some Christians disengaging from the local
church. Iwould be one of the first to admit that the church
in North America is overindulged with an inward focus,
and this must be addressed with a drastic change in values
and lifestyle choices. However, it pains me to see people
stepping away from the local church and then attempt-
ing to look at it from the outside in with a critical eye.

What is the best theological book you’ve read in the
last year?

This may come as a surprise to some, but Iwould say it is
Chuck Colson’s book The Body (Thomas Nelson, 1994).1
know, it is not a current bestseller, but it certainly wields
a powerful challenge that has still not been embraced.

What is your greatest concern for the Canadian
Church?

That we lower the bar and settle for much less than we
are called to. We are in a far more desperate state than we
readily admit. The church has always been most potent
in society when we embrace the cross, and my concern
is that the central message of the faith is not being em-
phasized enough.

What book is on your nightstand right now?
My wife and I are reading The Love and Respect Experi-
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ence by Emerson Eggerichs (Thomas Nelson, 2011). It
is a good book for any stage of married life!

What is your best advice for those entering ministry
today?

Be yourself and don’t seek your validation from the
people you serve. Balance your time so that the spiritual
life principle of abiding in Christ is not swallowed up by
other demands. With the present emphasis on technol-
ogy in ministry, it’s easy to spend way too much time
on that. Remember, you are a shepherd of souls. Finally,
relax a bit! Ministry has so many components and we
tend to try to perfect each one of them so that things
operate seamlessly. There is seldom a time where things
don’t unravel to some degree despite our best efforts.

What are the specific challenges — and joys - you face
doing ministry in Sidney, B.C.?

My wife Margaret and I have served in Sidney for almost
14 years, and this has been the best ministry experience
we have had. Highway Christian Fellowship is an amaz-
ing community of Christians. Our tagline is simply “love
found, love given,” and this is how we try to live every
day. Are there bumps and inconsistencies? At times, yes,
but nothing that has derailed or distracted Body life for
long. Sidney is a very idyllic seaside town that has a mix
of retired people and the younger generation that are
attempting to put down roots here. The needs of the
two groups are very different and resourcing them can
be a challenge with a limited volunteer force. We have
much to grow into to show the world the essence of true
biblical community.
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FROM THE EFC’'S CENTRE FOR FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE

Church as Charity

By Don Hutchinson

Will churches continue to be able to give tax receipts?

es be able to maintain

their registered charity
status without a fight? I
was asked this question at
arecent dinner event in Ot-
tawa. The questioner was
unaware the Canada Rev-
enue Agency had hired a
well-known charities law-
yer to explore that question
just a few years ago.

For centuries it was
settled law that charities were granted
their special charitable status for four
purposes: relieving poverty, advancing
education, advancing religion, and other
purposes considered beneficial to the
community. But will it always be so? Is
the charitable purpose of advancing reli-
gion in jeopardy?

In Canada our constitution assigns
supervision of charities to the provinces.
But it is under the federal Income Tax Act
that churches and other Christian min-
istries are granted registration for issu-
ing receipts that provide a tax benefit to
donors.

When the Canada Revenue Agency
conducted its study, the EFC made a
written presentation that summarized
the current state of the law. We argued
the advancement of religion as a charit-
able object “has a presumed public benefit
due to the moral, theological and ethical
framework it has provided to the Western
world, which has informed and inspired
its moorings and traditions.”

While it is generally accepted religion
plays an important and largely positive
role in Canadian life, the Supreme Court
of Canada commented on the key charit-
able concept of “presumed public benefit”
in the 1999 Vancouver Society case, noting
charitable recognition would be “subject
always to the general requirement of pro-
viding a benefit to the community, and

I n the future will church-
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with an eye to society’s
current social, moral and
economic context.”

In a society that seems
to increasingly regard reli-
gion as suspect and gives
signs of attempting to
shake free from the moor-
ings of Christianity, it may
be reasonably anticipated
the Ottawa dinner table
question will be posed by
a growing number of Can-
adians - and governments.

The answer will require identifying
the benefit provided to the community
by the presence of religious organizations
and houses of worship. While statistics
still suggest three-quarters of Canadians
base their moral and ethical behavioural
framework in religion, that may not be
sufficient. The matter of public benefit is
now assessed more outside the walls of
the Church than within. To demonstrate
religious bodies provide pub-

will have to learn to get past their humility
to find ways of regularly informing muni-
cipal, provincial and federal governments
they are there, loving their neighbours in
practical and necessary ways.

Recent municipal actions across the
country inform us how easily the Church
can be forgotten — or remembered. Two
examples. Calgary opted to review its of-
ficial plan after having the contribution
of religious organizations and places of
worship brought to their attention. The
City of Montreal honoured the work of
Eglise Nouvelle Vie (New Life Church) for
meeting the needs of city residents.

In the end our motivation must be the
gospel of Jesus Christ, not tax receipts.
But tax receipts can help our efforts go
farther.

DON HUTCHINSON is vice-president and
general legal counsel with The Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada and director of the
EFC’s Centre for Faith and Public Life.

lic benefit will require more
than worship services and
Sunday schools.

Some parts of the Church
will have to examine and re-
turn to a spiritual heritage of
responding to the needs of so-
ciety. Elementary, secondary
and post-secondary schools;
hospitals and hospices; half-
way houses for those on
probation; refugee services;
meals for the poor and ac-
commodations for the home-
less; societies for the care of
children and animals in need;
residences and support for
pregnant women and senior
citizens - all are examples
of the Church addressing so-
cietal need.

Others within the Church

Related Resources

* AnEFC submission on the federal budget
addressed “Families, Compassion & Char-
ities,” as our blog explains at www.theEFC.ca/
budget2012.

» Astudyonchurchesin Calgary was released by
the think tank Cardus in October 2011. Read it at
www.cardus.ca/research/cities/publications.

» The EFC published An Introductory Guide to
Understanding the Religious Freedoms of Faith
Groups and the Engagement Process When
Facing a Zoning Challenge in 2010. Find it at www.
theEFC.ca/ZonedOut.

» EFCPresident Bruce J. Clemenger addressed
“Evangelicalism and the Advancement of Reli-
gion” in Church & Faith Trends in February 2009
atwww.theEFC.ca/ClemengerArticles.

» The EFC submission to the Canada Revenue
Agency in October 2008 remains a key docu-
ment: Advancing Religion as a Charitable Object.
It's at www.theEFC.ca/AdvancingReligion2008.
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How much do you really know about the

magazine you're reading?

aith Today magazine is turning 30 this
year, and just like all of us who have
reached our third decade, it brings with
it a lot of great memories to reflect on
and a great deal of potential ahead.
Later this year we'll select and share 30 great
articles from the past using our Facebook page
and website. But let’s kick off the anniversary
now with a summary of what's been going on.

In the beginning: The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada was founded in Toronto in 1964
by an interdenominational group of Ontario
pastors. In 1967 co-founder Harry Faught, pas-
tor at Danforth Gospel Temple, crossed Canada
with American theologian Carl F. H. Henry,
holding meetings from Vancouver to Halifax
and inviting individuals to join. Over the next
two decades the EFC started commissions to
study various issues, published a quarterly
magazine called Thrust, sponsored preaching
seminars and encouraged co-operation among
evangelical denominations and individuals
from mainline churches.

Brian Stiller, a Pentecostal pastor who served
as national director of Youth for Christ, became
the first executive director of the EFC in 1983
and quickly transformed the organization,
building its individual membership to 17,000
and expanding its budget. Stiller was named
editor-in-chief, and he would oversee the maga-
zine until leaving the EFC in 1996 — 1997.

“There were a number of denominational
magazines, but they seemed dowdy,” Stiller
wrote in the 10th anniversary issue. “There
were no newspapers such as B.C.’s Christian
Info News or Christian Week. We settled on a
concept of a Canadian magazine, unabashedly
by and for evangelicals, not a journal such as
Christianity Today or a Christian-living maga-
zine like Moody, but a news/feature publication.

“We used as a working phrase, ‘Tracking the
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By Bill Fledderus

footprints of God.’ By looking across the nation
and writing about the many ways in which God
was using his people — by seeing his tracks — we
could gain perspective on God’s agenda.

“Another part of our vision was to present
an attractive and readable publication. Would
a person pick up our magazine if it were sitting
next to Maclean’s or Time?”

1983: Faith Alive debuted as a quarterly that
summer, with a cover headline about leadership
and a photo from the 1982 movie Gandhi. The
next two issues featured cover stories on abor-
tion and then on Billy Graham. Editor for the
first three years was Lori (Mitchener) Gwynne,
recruited by Stiller from Trinity Western Uni-
versity where she had been director of publica-
tions. The preferred name, Faith Today, did not
become available for legal reasons until 1986.

1984: Cover stories tackled post-secondary
education, homosexuality, sports and marriage.
All would be addressed again on the covers of
future issues, showing how important they
were to readers and how a magazine delivers
information, including corrections and alterna-
tive points of view, over a span of time rather
than claiming to offer a final word on any given
topic in a single issue. The magazine co-spon-
sored its first conference for writers at Ontario
Bible College.

1985: Trends among Evangelicals, charitable
giving, media and youth were the cover head-
lines. Audrey Dorsch was hired as an editorial
assistant and, when Gwynne left late the fol-
lowing year, became managing editor. She had
worked in newspapers in Western Canada and
also founded Word Alive, the Canadian period-
ical of Wycliffe Bible Translators.

1986: Dorsch became editor, serving until
1995 and increasing the publication frequency
to six issues per year. Her role in building a
sturdy foundation for later editors, especially
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Faith Today

Looks

Back and Ahead

in focusing on news and journalistic excellence,
cannot be understated. Cover topics included
the “Moral Majority,” prison life, Expo '86, child
sexual abuse and fresh takes on previous cover
topics of abortion and education.

1987: Cover stories tackled “Modern Jesus,”
Christians in Parliament, Natives, the United
Church, “Religion in the '80s” and business.

1988: A key issue tackled abortion (the third
time as a cover story). The Supreme Court of
Canada had struck down Canada’s abortion
law (the Morgentaler decision). A proposed
new law was seen as a compromise and voted
down by pro-choice MPs as well as strident
Evangelicals and Roman Catholics. To this day
Canada has no legal protection for the unborn.
Other cover topics were medical ethics, parent-
ing, refugees, global missions and the arts. De-
signer Rob Robotham was hired to lay out the
magazine and has served in the role ever since
- its longest serving staff member.

1989: Cover topics: “Funding the Church,”
“God in the City,” New Age, ethnic churches,
Canadian labour, Israel.

1990: Cover topics: “The 1980s Overview,”
evangelism, public education, changing family,
creation/evolution, justice.

1991: Cover topics: Quebec, Reform Party,
War, Native church, poverty, seeker services.
The design of the magazine was refreshed, as

Dorsch felt it was looking outdated.

1992: Post-secondary education made the
cover a second time. Other topics included: mo-
bilizing laity, Canadian unity, ethical choices,
family abuse and the Charter of Rights. The EFC
hired a young Bruce Clemenger, who worked
in research and national affairs and eventually
rose to become EFC president in 2003.

1993: Homosexuality made the cover a
second time, along with revival, aging, private
faith, municipal politics and women in min-
istry. Several articles celebrated Faith Today'’s
10th anniversary. Writer John Cambridge re-
ported 20,000 copies were printed each issue,
an amount that has held steady for 20 years.

1994: An issue titled “Heavenly Bodies: An
FT Guide to the Universe of Denominations” be-
came one of the most requested back issues in the
years that followed. Other cover topics examined
professional ethics, recession fallout, youth in
church, reinventing dad, and religion by remote.

1995: A freelance writer named Gail Reid
wrote a cover story on the Toronto Blessing,
a charismatic revival that spread worldwide.
Reid later became editor starting in 2000. Other
cover topics featured “Retooling the Pastor,”
the public image of evangelicalism, euthanasia
(with Sue Rodriguez and Robert Latimer on the
cover) and marketing the church. Sports also
made the cover a second time.
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1996: This year and the next saw sig-
nificant changes. Marianne Meed Ward,
who had been trained as a journalist, be-
came editor after many years as a staff
writer; she would stay three more years.
(To fill the writing shoes she was vacat-
ing, she hired Bill Fledderus, who in 2013
is a senior editor.) An issue on sexuality
raised controversy. Other covers treated
end-times prophecy, social justice, new
missionaries, Chinese Christians in Can-
ada, and parachurch ministries. At the
EFC then-president Stiller was on loan to
help with serious financial challenges at
Ontario Bible College and Seminary (now
Tyndale University College & Seminary).
Bruce Clemenger moved to Ottawa to help
launch a new EFC office there called the
Centre for Faith and Public Life.

1997: The magazine’s appearance was
dramatically redesigned, starting with an
issue titled “The Quest for Spirituality”
featuring an image of John Travolta por-
traying an angel. Other covers examined
Promise Keepers, cell church, the arts (a
second cover appearance), the Internet
and attitudes to culture. At the EFC Stiller
left to become president of OBC-OTS.
Gary Walsh, bishop of the Free Methodist
Church, became EFC president, restructur-
ing the organization and strengthening its
focus on facilitating ministry partnerships.

1998: Robert Latimer, who killed his
disabled daughter Tracy, appeared on a
euthanasia-related cover for a second time.
Other covers examined racism, burnout,
the Bible’s influence, servant leadership
and divorce.

1999: Larry Matthews became editor
for two years, first to cover a maternity
leave for Marianne Meed Ward and then
to replace her when she moved on. Cov-
ers examined ethical investing, political
power, science and faith, the near-future of
church and religious persecution overseas.
A cover on relations between Evangelic-
als and Roman Catholics generated some
controversy.

2000: Gail Reid became managing
editor of Faith Today and director of com-
munications of the EFC for the next 12
years, with Bill Fledderus taking on editing
duties for much of the magazine. Covers
examined eroding confidence in global
mission, healing, Christian teens, Native
Christians (a second or third cover appear-
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ance), restorative justice and church choirs.

2001: Magazines covered hockey
ministries, infant baptism and dedica-
tion, marriage (a second or third cover
appearance), helping the homeless, the
Alpha program and children’s ministries.
The Word Guild, an association of writers
and editors, formed to take over the writ-
ing conferences and national publishing
awards Faith Today staff had developed.

2002: Freelancer Krysia Lear was hired
to help edit several
issues while Bill
Fledderus was away
on parental leave.

Later another free-

lancer, Karen Stiller,

joined as associate

editor (yes, she’s

married to Brian Stiller’'s nephew) and
continues on the team to this day. Covers
examined arctic revival, outreach to bikers,
Christian relations with Muslims, reach-
ing twenty-somethings, the dramatically
increased popularity of Christian fiction,
and ethics in genetics and reproduction.
The magazine also refreshed its design
and announced it was repositioning itself,
leaving news to the many competing Chris-
tian periodicals and Internet sources and
instead offering more analysis, profiles,
equipping and inspiring content.

2003: Cover topics included prayer
walking, Christian camps, homes for sen-
iors, cowboys for Christ, fighting AIDS,
and seizing Christmas. At the EFC Walsh
left and Clemenger was named president.
The EFC began intervening in a series of
legal cases about extending the definition
of marriage to include same-sex couples,
an issue kicked off by provincial court deci-
sions in 2002 and not resolved until 2007.
The EFC also launched www.Christianity.
ca, a website that made freely available a
large number of articles including news
reporting, most republished from a wide
variety of Canadian Christian periodicals.

2004: A key cover story this year ad-
dressed Mel Gibson’s movie The Passion of
the Christ, which was shown to various min-
istry leaders across Canada at special ad-
vance screenings. Other covers addressed
Christian radio, design or chance, prison
ministry (again), persecution (again) and
Canada’s best Christian workplaces.

2005: An EFC-sponsored event called
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Celebration 2005 was featured on a cover
this year. The EFC encouraged and co-or-
dinated local events across the country in
the three weeks after Pentecost as a way to
magnify the visibility of the Church in Can-
ada and its many local acts of public service.
Similar events were held in the years that fol-
lowed. Other covers addressed evangelism
(again), Christian filmmaking, end-of-life
issues (again), homosexuality (again) and
the Narnia stories of C. S. Lewis (in conjunc-
tion with a new
film, The Chronicles
of Narnia: The Lion,
the Witch and the
Wardrobe).
2006: One of
Faith Today's most
widely read issues
ever, “Faith and Politics,” was published,
including articles by top Canadian leaders
including Stephen Harper, Jack Layton and
Paul Martin. Eight months later, another
cover story that benefitted from connec-
tions built through the EFC Ottawa office
looked at how some Members of Parlia-
ment connect their work with their Chris-
tian faith. Other covers looked at online
dating, Olympic athletes, stand-up com-
edians and making congregations more
intercultural. On the political front, the
EFCsigned a joint declaration on marriage
with 40 denominational and religious lead-
ers including Roman Catholics, intended
to give guidance to parliamentarians and
other Canadians as the legal definition of
marriage was widened to include same-sex
couples.

2007: The movie Amazing Grace, about
William Wilberforce and other Evangelic-
als who helped outlaw slavery in the early
1800s, made the cover this year with re-
minders that international slavery still
needs attention today. Other covers looked
at the effects of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms after 25 years, strug-
gles with debt and consumerism, Sab-
bath rest, healthy functioning of boards at
churches and charities, and Ontario’s new
lieutenant-governor, an Evangelical named
David Onley.

2008: Faith Today celebrated its 25th an-
niversary with a package of articles profil-
ing people featured in the magazine years
earlier and where they were in 2008. Other
covers tackled climate change (yes, it was
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controversial), Islam in Canada (ditto), the
bestselling novel The Shack (ditto again),
religious freedom in China, and spiritual
formation.

2009: A cover story on fighting hu-
man trafficking earned attention beyond
usual readership circles this year. Another
examined doubt, while still others updated
familiar topics: post-secondary education,
the influence of Billy Graham, how to rise
above the economic crisis, and Christian
activism on abortion and euthanasia. Faith
Todayadded a new technology called “digit-
al editions” so subscribers could search
and download back issues at www.Faith-
Today.ca/digital.

2010: A cover story on “Canada’s
30,000 Adoptable Children” dovetailed
with the EFC’s increasing emphasis on
such issues, leading to the 2012 launch of
www.AdoptionSunday.com. Other covers
looked at Filipino Christians in Canada,
outreach lessons from the Vancouver
Olympics, sex education (now a political
issue in public schools) and the country
music singer Paul Brandt. Faith Today

added a free mobile application for read-

ers with Apple devices (available at www.

FaithToday.ca) and a social media page at
www.Facebook.com/FaithToday.

2011: The summer issue with the
headline “Jesus’ Facebook Friends” was
distributed exclusively as a digital edition,
beginning an ongoing experiment with
new technology that has since reoccurred
each summer. The five print issues looked
at including children in church, fighting
prostitution, young women in the pro-life
movement, free speech, and relations be-
tween faith and science. Faith Today added
afree app for readers with Android devices
(available at www . FaithToday.ca).

2012: Perhaps these may still be on your
shelf: “Writing for Hollywood,” “Beyond our
Cultural Comfort Zones,” “Marketplace Mis-
sionaries,” “Virtual Virtue” (digital only, of
course), “Hemorrhaging Faith,” and “Gos-
pel Music Making a Difference.” In May
the magazine removed a paywall that had
prevented non-subscribers from viewing
back issues at www.FaithToday.ca/digital,
thereby increasing web traffic dramatically.

2013 and looking ahead: Managing
editor Gail Reid retired in January after
13 years, and the magazine looked to hire
anew associate editor to work with senior
editors Bill Fledderus and Karen Stiller.
Plans are afoot to refresh the design of the
magazine and its website late in the year.
The website www.FaithToday.ca currently
appears as a section of www.theEFC.ca
but a freestanding website would be sim-
pler and more attractive for visitors — and
ultimately make it easier to enlarge the
readership and draw newcomers into the
orbit of the EFC.

Clearly, there is much to look back on
- and forward to - at Faith Today. Thank
you for your faithfulness as a reader, and
special thanks to all our advertisers whose
support is so crucial to the health of the
magazine. If you have ideas about what
you would like to see in the future, please
drop us a line at editor@faithtoday.ca or on
our Facebook page anytime.

BILL FLEDDERUS of Hamilton, Ont., is
senior editor at Faith Today.
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Stops Eating

A Canadian author shares her story

tO he|p OtherS. By Emily Wierenga

he reminded me of myself at her age.
Twelve-year-old Lisa was nothing but a pair of eyes
and loose-fitting clothes. She didn’t have the energy to
do anything but sit and watch TV, and this had been
going on since she turned seven, her mother told me.
It seems to have started when her father went on a diet. But his
diet ended shortly after it began, and hers went on to become
anorexia nervosa - a mental illness defined by the deliberate
restriction of food.

When a World Vision commercial came on showing an under-
nourished boy who was all distended stomach and ribs, this little girl
turned to me and said, “That boy is so lucky. He doesn’t have to eat.”

I'satin stunned silence, wondering at a world in which West-
ern children, their fridges full, refused to eat while the Third
World died dreaming of food, on a daily basis.

Startling Stats
Singer-songwriter Karen Carpenter, who died from anorexia,
brought eating disorders to public consciousness in the 1980s.

Today 65 per cent of the female population (13 million Can-
adians) battles a form of disordered eating, according to a survey
conducted by Self magazine. Another 10 per cent displayed symp-
toms consistent with clinical eating disorders such as anorexia,
bulimia nervosa and binge eating disorder.

Children under 12 are the fastest growing percentage of patients
hospitalized for eating disorders, according to government data in
2009, and adolescent girls accounted for 90 per cent of all admis-
sions with eating disorders (both according to selfgrowth.com).

As author Mary Pipher states in Hunger Pains: The Modern
Woman'’s Tragic Quest for Thinness (Ballantine Books, 1995), “To
treat eating disorders is to treat our culture.”

Defining the Disorders

According to leading experts there are three basic clinical eating dis-

orders: anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa and binge eating disorder.
Anorexia is the refusal to eat. Often the aim is to numb feelings

of anxiety, stress, abuse and conflict. Low self-esteem, genetics

and poor body image play a role in the development of the illness,
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but it can quickly escalate into an
obsession with control.

Warning signs include obses-
sive exercise and counting of cal-
ories, starvation and restriction of
food, the use of diet pills, laxatives
or diuretics to attempt controlling
weight, and a persistent concern
with body image.

Bulimia often stems from the
same issues, yet while anorexics
starve themselves, bulimics overeat
and then purge, usually by vomit-
ing. The food serves as a narcotic to
deal with everyday issues, and the
purging releases the guilt of over-
indulgence. Bulimia can escalate
into a use of laxatives and is often
partnered with anorexia.

Episodes of rapid food consumption, out-of-control eating and
vomiting are warning signs. Bulimia too can involve diet plans,
exercise, laxatives, diuretics, diet pills and body image concerns.

Binge eating disorder is similar to bulimia - the individual over-
eats to the point of being uncomfortable, but unlike bulimia, the
binging is not followed by purging.

Bingeing is a way of keeping people away, of rebelling against
societal norms of what being attractive or lovable looks like.
Sufferers may feel undeserving of love and use bingeing as self-
punishment.

Helen Burns, founder of Mercy Ministries Canada, first no-
ticed her middle child Danica refusing to eat when she turned 13.

“Anorexia wasn’t even on my radar,” says Burns. Looking
back, however, she now recalls Danica faking sickness to skip
meals, shoving food about her plate, speaking poorly about her
body, doing excess exercise and “eating” meals in her room.

“I began to pray and read about it,” recalls the author who,
together with her husband John pastors Relate Church in the
Greater Vancouver Area. “I prayed before approaching Danica
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because I felt my heart needed to settle. I didn’t want to bombard
her with my thoughts.”
Then one day she asked Danica if she was starving herself.
And Danica replied, “Yes, I am - and I'm really, really scared.”
Not every disordered eater will recognize he/she has a prob-
lem, particularly in the midst of the disease, but “God had gotten
a hold of her,” Burns says.

Nothing to Do With Me
You may be thinking, “This has nothing to do with me. The chil-
dren in my life don’t suffer from eating disorders.” But let’s put
the official diagnoses aside for a minute and dig a little deeper.
We live in a fast-food nation that glorifies skinny bodies, par-
ticularly for women. Our culture is terribly mixed up on these
issues. Don’t we all have some kind of love-hate relationship with
food and our bodies? For example, do you recognize yourself in
any of the following 10 tendencies?
Some of us are Calorie Prisoners, terrified of gaining weight.
We tend to label food as good or bad, and battle extreme guilt if
we indulge in something that’s off limits.

PHOTO: WWW.DESIGNPICS.COM

Or maybe you're a Secret Eater who sneaks junk food at home,
in the car or in bed - wherever the truth won’t be discovered.

You could be a Career Dieter, not knowing how to eat without
a menu plan.

Some of us are Calorie Purgers, who obsess with removing
unwanted calories from our diets.

Most of us use food as a means of soothing ourselves from
stress or anger, or to celebrate a joyous event — at least sometimes.
Are you at the point where food becomes an excuse or a preoccu-
pation? A Food Addict?

People have also come up with medical terms for some prob-
lematic relationships to food. Orthorexia is the fixation or obsession
with healthy or “righteous” eating. Pregorexia is extreme dieting
and exercising while pregnant to avoid gaining the recommended
weight. Anorexia athletica is an addiction to exercise. Drunkorexia
is the restriction of food intake to reserve those calories for alcohol
and binge drinking. And diabulimia is when individuals with Type
1 diabetes deliberately administer less insulin than necessary for
the purpose of weight loss. (These last five terms come from the
April 2012 issue of Women'’s Health.)

www.FaithToday.ca 1 January / February 2013 1 23



http://WWW.DESIGNPICS.COM
http://www.FaithToday.ca

“On any given day nearly 40 per cent of women are on a diet,”
writes Jenny Deam in Women'’s Health. “The weight-worry gun is
loaded early. By the time they reach age 10, 80 per cent of girls fret
that they're fat. Their main ‘thinspiration,” according to experts?
The ultra-slim starlets glorified in popular culture.”

More Than Food
In spite of the many definitions of disordered eating, experts
agree it isn’t about the food. Rather, it’s about the issues behind
the food, driving someone to use food as a
narcotic or tool for self-abuse.

To combat the world'’s subtle yet persistent messages, Thomp-
son encourages parents to adopt the parenting style of God the
Father. “He always gives us choices even if He doesn't like the
choices we make. He affirms our creativity and encourages self-
expression. He is always ready to hear our concerns, disappoint-
ments and pain.”

Don’t give your children a reason to desire power or control.
God never tries to steal His children’s identity. In the same way,
Thompson says, parents should try to allow for an honest expres-
sion of their child’s personality — as much as
it might hurt them. This acceptance is what a

Spiritually speaking, power struggles Most of us use food child craves, this kind of unconditional love.
over food indicate an identity crisis, says as a means of
Len Thompson, one of the counsellors in . Hungry for Love
my particular case when I was a child. SOOthlng Ourselves As a little girl, all I wanted was for my par-
The Enemy provides alluring lies to the from stress or anger, ents to enter my bedroom and sit on my bed
disordered eater, Thompson explains - that to Cel ebrate a and ask me what was wrong. Why wasn’t I
“control of power is the perfect solution to . eating? Why was I measuring my wrists and
their perceived loss of legitimate autonomy, joyous event - at weighing myself on the hour and throwing
rather than a loving relationship of trust with |east sometimes. temper tantrums? Why wasn’t I happy?

Christ.”

This “control of power” manifests itself
through food intake, exercise, monitoring body weight, and de-
pending on others’ perceptions and emotions to compensate for
a validated sense of identity.

While God wants us to have a healthy sense of self, a con-
fidence rooted in love and the courage to make wise choices
regarding food and body, the world breeds the opposite, encour-

We didn’t know how to communicate.

We were raised in a Christian home that

believed kids should be seen and not heard (or at least pastors’

kids like us), while I desperately wanted to be heard. Not only

that, but being homeschooled I was desperately lonely. Starving,

in fact, for attention. Yet when my parents finally allowed me to

go to school, I realized how different I was from everyone else,
and my eating disorder only escalated.

aging a desire for power instead of identity.

Art was the only thing to slow my disorder. I vented my

A Model Problem for Women

A behind-the-scenes look at fashion — and is
change on the horizon? By Lisa Hall-wilson

ave you ever refused to buy a piece
H of clothing based solely on the size

number on the label? Have you
looked at models in a magazine and felt
inadequate? I'm guilty. Even though we
know those photos are unrealistic, we —
and I'm thinking mainly of women here —
still compare ourselves, don't we?

The average Canadian womanis 5’3"
and weighs 153 pounds. In the 1950s
Marilyn Monroe set aremarkable stan-
dard for beauty with her curvy hourglass
figure (reportedly 5’5" and around 130
pounds), but neither of those have much
incommon with the average North
American model today, who is much taller
at5'10"” and much lighter at 110 pounds.
(In metric, that's 178 cm and 50 kg for the
average model, compared to 160 cm and
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70 kg for the average Canadian.)

My thirteen-year-old daughter wears
awomen’s size zero. As a pubescent teen
she has few womanly curves, yet this is the
size models are wearing on the runways
and in magazines. | can get my arminthe
leg of her jeans, but forget about much
else. She's 13, so of course | can't wear her
clothes, but | stare at the models on tele-
vision and in magazine ads, and suddenly
it's not such aridiculous ideaanymore.

There's asignificant disconnect
between reality and what's held up as an
attainable ideal.

“Many of the models that women
idealize are barely women at all, often
much younger than one might think.
Even Victoria's Secret models have been
known to start as young as 16, and many
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I God designed me, He sets my
worth and my value. I’'m beautiful
because I’'m made in His image:
Alicia Smith.

of the girls you see on billboards and in
magazines are even younger,” says Alicia
Smith, a Toronto area mother of two and
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angst through sketching and writing poetry. But eventually
even that ended, as my obsession with calorie cutting and rib
counting escalated, along with my anger towards my seem-

ingly oblivious parents.

amodel who's done commercial, edi-
torial and runway work in New York and
Toronto. “They want womanly content
using children’s bodies.”

Smithis considered shortat 59" and
now maintains a size six figure, but says
the ideal size can vary by market.

“In Toronto for commercial work girls
are between a size four and six, and for
editorials it's between two and a four. In
New York you [have to] drop a size. The
runway stuff for fashion week tends to
be smaller in the competitive markets of
Milan and Paris.”

Models who can’t wear the sample
sizes don't get work, so the pressure
faced by a 16 year old desperate for that
glamorous lifestyle isimmense. Add to
that pressure those who insist she main-
tains the figure of a pubescent (Photo-
shopped) 14 year old, and it's no wonder
thisindustry is so plagued by eating
disorders and other problems.

If these girl-models can't maintain this
ideal, how are average-sized women sup-
posed to? “I| became a workout and nutri-

eating.

I Emily Wierenga (left) at age 29
with her oldest son Aiden Grey.
Anorexic Emily at 11 years old.

However, the truth was
my parents had their own
issues to deal with, and
the eating disorder wasn’t

their fault. There were
things they could have done
to help prevent it — things
like my pastor-father being
home more and not always
on church duty, him paying
more attention to me and
wanting to hang out with me,
and my mother being more
self-confident, complimentary
and joyful. She didn’t have to
dish up our meals all the time,
and she and Dad could have let
us make more decisions.
But, truly, it wasn’t their
fault. My brother and sisters
didn’t have eating disorders. I

was a sensitive, artistic soul who felt things deeply and
desired some semblance of control over my life. So I stopped

And Ididn't really start again until I lay shivering from hypo-

thermia on a hospital bed, four years later, at 13. The nurses

tion fanatic, working out for over an hour
every single day and cut bread, dairy and
sugar completely out of my diet,” Smith
wrote on modellingtruth.blogspot.ca.

She realized how unhealthy that at-
titude was, how her faith suffered as a
result of her preoccupation, and got back
on track. “It becomes an idol when you
have to think about your body like that all
day long, everything that goes into your
mouth, what you do with your body.”

But perhaps change is coming.

Bonnie Getty graduated from the
design and fashion program at Fanshawe
College in London, Ont., and says the
program covered standard manufactur-
ing sizes, but focused on working with the
average person.

“Learning how to make patterns and
fit garments for all shapes and sizes was
part of the curriculum. In the workplace
we remained professional with clients and
discussed sizes factually.”

Dove's Real Beauty campaign has
made great strides in bringing realism
back to fashion and advertising, but
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change is most effective from the top
down. Vogue magazine recently an-
nounced a ban on knowingly using girls
under the age of 16 or who meet the
criteria for anorexia. Israel recently an-
nounced a similar ban.

These changes are not arevolution,
but at least they acknowledge that major
change is needed.

“They're trying to broaden the spec-
trum of body type thatis ideal, but it’s still
very far from where it should be,” says
Smith.

The message I've been trying to teach
my daughtersis one I'mtrying to learn as
well. Where does my value lie?

“It doesn't matter what other people
think,” Smith says, and reiterates on her
blog and through her speaking events.
“God designed me, He sets my worth and
my value. I'm beautiful because I'm made
in His image. That's the message | hope
ultimately people will get.”

LISA HALL-WILSON is a freelance writer
in London, Ont.
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If You See Symptoms

f you see symptoms of an eating disorder in your child, Dr. Dena Cabrera,
staff psychologist at the Rosewood Institute in Arizona, recommends tak-
ing these steps:

» Learnall you can about eating disorders.

» Obtaintreatment for your child only from healthcare professionals and
facilities that specialize in eating disorders. Don't expect your child to ac-
knowledge the problem or embrace your help. Participate in family therapy
as recommended by treatment providers. Be patient.

» Maintain a supportive, confident, hopeful posture. Express honest affec-
tion verbally and physically. Talk with your child about personal issues
other than food and weight.

» Beclearand consistent about decisions, but don't become your child’'s
policeman. If you see a change in your child’'s weight or behaviour, call his
counsellor or physician. Have your child replace food that was binged on

and clean up messes in the bathroom or kitchen.

« Expectyour child to be with the family during mealtimes, but don’t de-
mand he eat. Don't let the eating disorder dominate the family’s eating
schedule. Don't let the child shop or cook for the family.

» Don't waste time trying to pinpoint the cause of the eating disorder or as-
signing blame. Families neither cause nor cure eating disorders. Pray and

trust God for the outcome.

were astounded I was still alive, and my
mother was telling me I was a miracle.

And this realization God had saved me
twice - once on the cross, and once in that
hospital room - gave me the love I needed
to get better. Perfect love has no fear. And
as a result of knowing God was pursuing
me, and desiring me (all I'd ever wanted
from my parents), I found the courage to
pick up my fork and eat.

The Road to Recovery

The little girl mentioned at the beginning
of this article (I changed her name for pri-
vacy) recovered physically from anorexia
after attending Remuda Ranch in Arizona,
but it wasn’t until meeting a female pastor
who kept her accountable through mem-
orized Scripture that she began to heal
mentally, emotionally and spiritually.

My own recovery began in the hospital
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. There was no eat-
ing disorder program, just a plate of food
and God'’s voice saying I had a purpose
far greater than any eating disorder could
ever offer.

God definitely uses such institutions,
treatment programs and therapy. He can
use anything - nothing is beyond Him.
But from a human point of view, the key
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factor is the willingness of the person en-
tering the program.

If your child or loved one has not re-
ceived some sort of vision of eternal worth,
as little Lisa or I did, it can be hard for
any sort of recovery plan to stick. As the
famous psychiatrist Elizabeth Kiibler-Ross
said, “People are like stained-glass win-
dows. They sparkle and shine when the
sun is out, but when the darkness sets in,
their true beauty is revealed only if there
is a light from within.”

Because, again, it’s not about the food.
Food is just a tool. It’s about the light
within. It's about the eating disorder pro-
viding a substitute for identity, and until a
person’s sense of identity is stronger than
their desire for power, he or she will be un-
able — or more importantly, unwilling - to
recover.

EMILY WIERENGA is a wife, mother of two
boys and caregiver of two more, artist, and
author of Chasing Silhouettes: How to Help
a Loved One Battling an Eating Disorder
(Ampelon, 2012). Find more info at
chasingsilhouettes.com. Her next book
will be Mom in the Mirror: Body Image,
Beauty, and Life After Pregnancy

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2013).
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Dead Stones or Living Stones?
«. % The Forgotten Palestinians
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Salim Munayer (inset).™
Background photo taken
from Jerusalem, looking
northeast towards the
border with Jordan.

October, and Faith Today interviewed him.

FT: Your family has lived in Palestine for
avery long time - long before the State of
Israel was formed. What is your family
background?

SM: My family is Palestinian Christian
from a Greek Orthodox background. My
family has been in the land for genera-
tions. With the Habash family, the Mu-
nayers built the church above the Tomb

-

BACKGROUND PHOTO: DAVID LYON; INSET : FINESSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Salim Munayer is the founder of Musalaha, a Christian movement for
reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians based in Jerusalem. He
also teaches at Bethlehem Bible College. He visited Kingston, Ont., in

of St. George in Lydda. Some of the land
next to Tel Aviv airport used to belong to
our family. In 1948 the city of Lydda was
conquered by the Israeli army which or-
dered the people out of the city. There was
amassacre and many atrocities. My father
and his brothers and sisters found refuge
with 200 Christians in the church under
the umbrella of the Red Cross. They were
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By David Lyon and Salim Munayer

able to remain in the city, but not allowed
to go back to their homes.

That period of time, called “al-Nagba,”
was traumatic for the family. [Editor’s
note: The United Nations estimates
726,000 people fled or were expelled in
that war, which Israel considers part of
its war of independence, and which Pal-
estinians see as the root of their current
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insecurity and disenfranchisement.]

FT: When did you become aware of the
Nagba?

SM: As a child on the streets of the city
[now renamed Lod], I remember walking
with my father past the city hall where he
said, “This is where I grew up.” Because
my grandfather’s house was big, the Israeli
army made it their headquarters and then
later the city hall. But my parents did not
tell us the stories. It’s very typical that
people go through traumatic events and
don't talk about it.

In Jewish high school they taught that
the land was desert and the Jews came
and made it green. But wait, I thought. I
know that my great-great-grandfather used
to export the great Jaffa orange. And my par-
ents did not leave their homes voluntarily.
They were ordered out and terrible things
were happening.

The Jewish-Zionist historical narra-
tive made me ask questions of God and
my parents. “What really happened?”
Then they opened up, but it was pain-
ful. My father’s concern was that if we

Special rates
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dwell on that or if he tells us what
happened, we will grow up with
hatred.

FT: How do you respond to the
Nagba so many years on?

SM: More and more people right
now are talking about the Nagba.
It was suppressed. You were not
allowed to talk about it during my
teenage years growing up in Israel.
Right now there is a revival of in-
terest.

A Jewish lady from England
shared with me the story of her
father, Josef Ben-Eliezer, who
was a Holocaust survivor [from
Poland and Germany]. He found
refuge in Mandatory Palestine [in
the 1940s]. He joined the Haga-
nah [one of the Jewish militant
groups], and he was one of the ¢
soldiers who conquered my home-
town of Lydda. And what he saw
and experienced in several places made
him later [return to Europe] for reconcilia-
tion with the German people for what they
did. In that process he became a believer
inJesus. “He is an old man,” his daughter
told me. “He wants to make amends for
what he did in Lydda.”

[When she and her father came to
visit] I introduced Josef Ben-Eliezer to my
father. It was a shocking experience for
me because my father never talked about
that. Ben-Eliezer shared his story, but my
father’s memory was better than his. My
father asked which unit he was in and
responded to the information, “Oh, your
unit was positioned here exactly.” So Ben-
Eliezer was at the checkpoint when the
people were being driven out. They were
checking people for money as the Palestin-
ian refugees were passing.

Ben-Eliezer caught the eye of a Pales-
tinian teenager and that brought to his
memory the early 1940s in Poland and
Germany where he had been checked by
SS soldiers and his parents had hidden
money on him. That was a traumatic ex-
perience for him.

FT: What is life like for Christians in the
Occupied Territories?

SM: Until 1948 the Christian community
used to be 24 per cent of the population.
With the formation of the State of Israel, 60
per cent of the population became refugees.

PHOTOl DA__VI'D LYON
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Palestinian Christianity became two per
cent of the population. After the war, the
headquarters of the Christian church was
separated from the community because
East Jerusalem was on the Jordanian side.
The major reason Christians left the
land was economic and social pressures
as a result of the political situation, not
because of religious persecution. Right
now Christians are increasingly finding
themselves caught between two major
ideological camps. One is what I call “Oc-
cupation Israel,” the Zionist movement
that American Christian Zionism sup-
ports. The other movement, coming as a
response, is the Muslim Brotherhood.
You are marginalized increasingly
and you feel like you’ve been caught be-
tween two huge icebergs that are coming
in against each other. So right now the
Christian community has a great oppor-
tunity to come with the message of the
Kingdom of God, not only for the Jews and
Palestinians, but also to the still-existing
Palestinian Church.
FT: When Canadian Christians visit the
Holy Land, do they meet Palestinian
Christians?
SM: The majority come on a pilgrimage to
see the holy sites. We joke about it as Pal-
estinian Christians — they come to see the
dead stones and they leave without seeing
the living stones.
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So when you visit Bethlehem and the
bus drives through the wall, you go to the
Church of the Nativity, you go to the sou-
venir shop and you are out. And you don’t
meet with the local Christians, and it is
such a pity and so hurtful too.

The people who visit and spend time
with the local Christians say that meeting
Messianic-Jewish believers and Palestin-
ian Christian believers coming together in
worship leaves a profound impact.

FT: How did you get involved in Musala-
ha? What does it stand for?

SM: When you travel from Bethlehem to
Tel Aviv, it’s like two worlds. One is under
occupation, under curfew, people are
suffering. And then there is Tel Aviv with
its secularism, with its freedom.

Some Jewish people struggle with the
issue of what it means to believe in Jesus.
Palestinian Christians ask, “What do we
do with checkpoints? What do we do with
people using the Bible to claim our land?”

I didn’t want to get into reconciliation.
But as the First Intifada went on [from 1987
to 1993], I was invited to arrange meetings
between Israeli and Palestinian leaders,
and that’s when we started Musalaha’s
reconciliation ministry. We use the word
Musalaha (“reconciliation” in Arabic and
the same root word as “forgiveness” in Heb-
rew) because it is a cultural forum in the
Middle East. It is not just a word. It is a way
for a third party to come between.

Musalaha says that we need to present
a different model. It is my role as a fol-
lower of Jesus to bring the concept of the
Kingdom of God and lordship of Jesus into
the life and place of His birth, of His teach-
ing, of His crucifixion, of His resurrection.
He is Lord and His Kingdom is there. My
responsibility, my challenge as a human
being in this small role that I can play, is
to reflect all aspects of the cross.

FT: How are Musalaha initiatives re-
ceived locally?

SM: Musalaha has grown rapidly from a
small start to thousands of people in both
communities. Some, far from the conflict,
are viciously against us, from the Christian
community especially. We are accused on
one side of being collaborators with the
[Israeli] occupation [of Palestinian territor-
ies such as the West Bank and Gaza] and
on the other that we support Replacement
Theology [which suggests that the Jews no

longer have a special covenant with God
because the Church has taken their role].

But just this weekend a group of 30
young men and women were at Tiberias
studying what it means to cross the lake.
You know the story of Jesus crossing the
lake? There is a storm. Everybody is fright-
ened, but Jesus crosses to the side of the
Romans, Gentiles who eat pigs. He went
with His blessing. With healing. And they
didn’t like it. They kicked Him out.

FT: What is your motivation? Should we
be involved in reconciliation, and if so,
why?

SM: To be a Christian is to be a disciple
of Jesus. It’s to follow Jesus. You’re not
following a set of manuals. You are fol-
lowing Jesus, and Jesus came to reconcile
us to God and command us to love our
enemies. So if you are Christian, you need
to love your enemy.

Canadians are also involved in the con-
flict, as believers are taking sides and there
is quite a bit of division. If you call yourself
a community, you have to be engaged with
others. If you call yourself a follower of

Jesus, the implication is that your love of
God will be tested and your love for others
will be different. The Church in Canada
can be a blessing to both peoples.

In Musalaha we recognize the intract-
able conflict, the level of dehumanization,
the stages of reconciliation. We have found
that we need to take people out to the de-
sert. [Musalaha sponsors retreats there for
mixed groups of Israelis and Palestinians.|
The desert is not just an exotic place. The
desert is a place that means a lot, espe-
cially for Christians. In the silence of the
desert you encounter yourself with God.
And this is where the challenge happens.

Find more about Musalaha at www.
musalaha.org. Canadians can support its
work at www.hopeoutreach.ca.

SALIM MUNAYER was interviewed
by DAVID LYON, a professor at
Queen’s University in Kingston, Ont.,
on October 20, 2012. Preliminary
transcription was by Courtney Reeve.
A longer version of this interview is
available at theEFC.ca/LyonMunayer.
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Faith Fits With Action for

Linda Lundstrom has found a Christian faith that includes peace-

making and seeking to bless First Nations people.

wenty years ago Linda Lund-

strom was near the peak of her

fame as a Canadian fashion de-

signer. Her Inuit-inspired winter

coat La Parka was the top style
choice for urban and suburban women.
Over three decades she produced more
than a hundred fashion collections and
won more than 30
awards. More recent-
ly, as she worked to
counter the wrongs
against aboriginal
people she witnessed
in heryouth, a friend
helped her recognize
inJesus Christ the eternal source of forgive-
ness and healing.

Lundstrém was born in 1952 in Red
Lake, Ont., about seven hours northwest
of Thunder Bay. She grew up in nearby
Cochenour, a mostly immigrant commun-
ity of 300 people attached to a nearby gold
mine. Her parents were Icelandic and
Swedish.

As a young girl she was fascinated by
the First Nations women who attended
church with their children, including
some who lived on traplines during the
week. These mothers saw nothing wrong
with discreetly nursing their babies during
the service.

At age 12 Lundstrém overheard her
mother and the Women’s Auxiliary at the
church discussing how to help the “Indi-
an” women fit in better — by teaching them
how to make little rolled sandwiches and
coconut balls.

“I’'m at the back,” she recalls, “and I
stand up and say, ‘Don’t you think it would
be a good idea to ask them what they
could teach us?” Her mother smiled, but
others gave her cold glares. The meeting
co-ordinator gave her a dismissive reply.

It's a memory that helps Lundstrém
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Don’t you think it
would be a good idea
to ask them what they
could teach us??7?

explain why she walked away from her
faith, disillusioned. Around the same age
she learned the houses on the outskirts of
town where some Native families lived,
although they looked like her own on the
outside, in fact lacked plumbing, electri-
city and even drywall.

Levi Beardy was born on a trapline and
met Lundstrém
when he moved
to Cochenour in
Grade 3. “She was
very intelligent,
very beautiful,”
Beardy said. “Al-
ways made her
own clothes, had glasses, and dressed
more seriously than the other kids. All of
us would be playing and skating, but she
never really seemed to be there. She had a
stricter upbringing.”

Lundstrom did well in school, but
struggled with the injustices she wit-
nessed. Jim Minor was her Grade 11 Eng-
lish teacher. “She was very conscientious
and thoughtful - she challenged the status
quo,” he says.

Minor recalls “fairly open discrimina-
tion in the town,” but doesn’t remember
seeing any blatant physical bullying or
name calling. “It was an underlying sense
of social exclusion,” he says. “When I lived
there in 1968-69, there still was a Native
ghetto called Tomahawk Centre, and that’s
where most of the Native people in the
town lived.”

Lundstrém recalls boys from school
getting drunk and beating up a Native
man just for fun, and her guilt at the social
pressure to keep the secret. Other stories
filled her with shame, of a Native woman
found dead in the snow, and the town’s
indifference. “I laughed at the jokes, they
were racist jokes. I was a racist myself be-
cause of my silence.”
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By Lisa Hall-Wilson

She left home to build a career in fash-
ion. Linda Lundstrom Inc. (www.linda-
lundstromworks.com) employed more

than a hundred people, achieved over $13
million in sales, and operated three retail
stores in the Toronto area.

For a decade she repressed the bad
feelings she had from growing up in Red
Lake, but they came flooding back one day
as she nursed her own child and remem-
bered the Native women nursing theirs in
church.

She decided to make reparations,
starting with a contest for Native artists
to submit artwork she would use on her
La Parka coats. She chose a few of the
designs, some arriving in ballpoint pen
on scrap paper, and had them computer-
ized for embroidery purposes. One of the
winners was the now well-known artist
Abe Kakepetum, whom she’d first met at
school in Red Lake.

“When we first put Native art on La
Parka, it didn't sell,” Lundstrém shrugs.
“Ididn’t care.” She continued to solicit de-
signs from Native artists despite the lack
of sales. Five years later La Parkas with
Native art were selling equally with the
undecorated ones.

“Every time I used a beautiful piece of
Native art on my La Parka with a beautiful
hang tag telling their story, the guilt and
shame that had happened one drop at a
time was dealt with one drop at a time,”
Lundstrom says.

Next she lobbied the school in Red
Lake to offer Native Studies. She facilitated
Native language education, provided fur-
ther economic opportunities, and set up
the Kiishik Fund with her own money to
see these efforts were financed.

In the early 1990s she replaced the faux
fur in her designs with beaver fur, because
she’d learned Native trappers were strug-
gling because of falling fur prices. It was
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the height of the anti-fur movement, and
her decision made her an international
target. She received hate mail and email,
and disturbing phone calls threatening
her and her family leading the RCMP to
give her a protection detail.

By this time Levi Beardy had left Red
Lake, spent 20 years doing top secret work
in the Armed Forces and become fluent in
Russian. He'd also given his life to Christ.
When he heard about Lundstrém'’s strug-
gle with the anti-fur movement, he was
already retired from the army and train-
ing for a second career in ministry at Tyn-
dale Seminary. He dropped by one of her
boutiques in Toronto and left her a note.

Dear Linda, I want you to know I've been
following your career, and I just want to ac-
knowledge the respect that you're paying to
our people and 1 applaud your humanity.

Lundstrém contacted Beardy and
met with him and his wife. They hadn’t
spoken much as children because of the
felt segregation, but now Lundstrém had
the opportunity to ask Beardy’s forgive-
ness for the racism she’d been a party to
with her silence.

“I've forgiven you, I've forgiven every-
body,” Beardy told her one day in her of-
fice, a process he’d already worked through
during his years in the military. Lundstrdém
sat at her desk and wept, the weight of guilt
and shame lessening a little more.

Beardy became a confidant and often
prayed for her over the phone. Lundstrém
clung to her belief she didn’t need God,
though she had great respect for Beardy.

In the late 1990s Lundstrém’s business
began to struggle. Beardy continued to
counsel her to turn to God. One night she
finally went to her knees in desperation.
“God, I'm willing to give you the benefit of
the doubt. If you're there, reveal yourself
to me. I need you to reveal yourself to me,”
she remembers saying aloud. “And He
did, right then and there in my bedroom.
I felt God’s Spirit in that room, His pres-
ence. It just filled my whole body.”

Lundstrom’s business struggled for ten
years until the economic crisis of 2008
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| Linda Lundstrom’s
new creative ven-

ture is a collection
of luxurious fur and
leather accessories .
and duster vests, -
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I Lundstréom’s Inuit-inspired winter coat La Parka incorporated designs
from Native artists in the 1990s.

proved the final straw, but her zeal for rais-
ing awareness and helping the remote com-
munities in the North never slackened.

“I felt that God'’s calling for me, my
ministry, was my business. In 2008 when
the bank called our loan, we had already

approach the band council about such a
sewing project. Eabametoong, only access-
ible by plane, water and ice roads, is very
remote and troubled with youth violence
and suicide.

During the visit Beardy asked her about

given everything we being baptized again.
il 66| folt God's Spirit e ioon sk
strém says, tearing in that room, His liever’s Church in To-
wassherls The  presence. It just filled oo md pridn
was much worse, al- my whole bOdy 7 ican Aboriginal Bible
though my internal College in Port Perry.)

[spiritual] prosperity was better than ever.
But I couldn’t put that in the bank.”

She retreated to live full-time at a cot-
tage she’d purchased 20 years earlier as
a summer haven from the city. She con-
tinues to seek God's will for her life, trying
to see God's plan in allowing her to lose
her business..

She works now as a freelance speaker
and clothing designer — and continues to
help the First Nations people in the North
help themselves. The Kiishik Fund initia-
tives continue, but Lundstrom is also work-
ing to build an Internet marketplace to help
First Nations people in remote locations
create a sustainable industry using their
sewing, designing and art skills.

In May 2012 Lundstrém and Beardy
visited Eabametoong First Nations Re-
serve, called Fort Hope in English, to
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Little did he know she had come to Fort
Hope ready to take that final step of ac-
knowledging Christ as her Saviour.

“I expected her usual no,” Beardy
laughs, “but she said, ‘Right, let’s do it.”
And so Beardy baptized her in the chilly
spring waters of Eabamet Lake.

In May the rivers that feed the lake
reverse and go in the opposite direction.
Eabametoong in the Anishinaabe lan-
guage means “the reversing of the wat-
ers.” Both Lundstrom and Beardy feel
this is symbolic of the change in her life,
her spiritual transformation - but also per-
haps a change in the way First Nations
people are perceived and treated, not just
in the North, but across the country.

LISA HALL-WILSON is a freelance
writer in London, Ont.
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| IIA James Penner & Associates

Empowering Youth

WHY AND WHEN CANADIAN YOUNG ADULTS ARE

LEAVING, STAVING, ANBRETURNING TO THE CHURCHgg

i
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11 We recently had James and Raghael spend some fime with (1 Jame apassionate, dynamic presentation on his

Us i atlEntic Canada. During their three days with us researtiiand the sobering implications for the ehurch,

thiey spoke at our annual Youth Pastors Summit, two Though buttressed by the requisite statistics, charts and

reqionzl gatherings, chapel at Acadia Divimity College, and graphs; his presentation was anything but apademic and

a local church. Thehundreds of people who heard them ~long winded-He engagedhie audiance, provoked guestions,

were deeply impressed by both the quality of their facilitated group Work and refiection, all leading to practical

research and presentations, and thelr personal application for the Canadian church, nc Ly for today , but

commitment to helping the Church navigate through the heading into tomorrow, His work is fresh, sharp and highly

issues brought up in Hemorrhaging Faith relevant. Highly recommended!|

HEMORRHAGING FAITH

| am grateful for the Hemorrhaging Faith partners. Being committed to a specific purpose
and driven by God's love for young people, we put aside agendas and worked hard to
produce a helpful tool for ehurches in their call to serve young adults. Based on the
response during presentations, the research material offers good light on a sensitive
situation and seems to call a real desire to address issues,

Thank you partners and project manager Rick Hiemstra.

James Penner
pennja@telus.net

pennerandassociates.com
Lead Author and Researcher of the Hemmorhaging Faith project
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As our courts again consider calls to allow assisted suicide, a
new EFC report offers insight and hope.

hen physicians discovered in November that Scott

Routley, the 39-year-old London, Ont., man who

has been in a “persistent vegetative state” for 12

years, could communicate with them, the news

was rightly seen as a medical and scientific break-
through. Significantly, Routley was able to reassure the doctors
he feels no pain.

And when 15-year-old Amanda Todd took her own life after
years of what she felt was unbearable bullying, her tragic death
caused an outpouring of compassion and increased talk of the
importance of suicide prevention for teens. No 15-year-old should
have to endure such severe emotional and mental anguish.

But when Gloria Taylor, a B.C. woman with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease), lobbied for her right to have a physician assist in her
death, she was seen by many as a courageous leader and advocate
of an individual’s right to die when and how she chooses. Taylor
died naturally of an infection in October, but her cause remains
in the legal arena.

The media has treated these events as separate issues. But
all of them have something in common. They have brought into
sharper focus — and greater confusion - the issues surrounding
the end of life and whose decision it is to determine it.

Canadians benefit from medical advances that prolong life
and alleviate physical pain, but ironically there is a parallel push
in society to end life sooner because of psychological and social
suffering, or what many health professionals now refer to as
“existential suffering.”

Contrary to popular assumptions, most dying patients do
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By Debra Fieguth

not experience intolerable pain, says Vancouver palliative care
physician Dr. Margaret Cottle. For example, “ALS patients tend
to die a more peaceful death. They don't suffocate, they don’t
choke to death.”

What terminal patients experience is fear: fear of abandon-
ment, fear of being a burden to their loved ones, fear of losing
control over their bodies, fear of the possibility of pain at the end.

Our confusion around these issues is compounded because
“We've medicalized suffering,” says Sister Nuala Kenny, a Halifax
pediatrician and bioethicist at Dalhousie University.

It helps to consider emotional and physical pain separately.
One person may be “dying and have no suffering,” while another
may “have very little physical pain and have huge suffering.”

“If you have chest pain,” Kenny explains, “I've got stuff I can
do for you. If you have heartache because your son is on the street
prostituting himself for drugs in Vancouver, I should recognize
the pain in your heart. But I have no prescription for that.”

Kenny'’s research found “psychological distress and care
needs” are by far the greatest factors for patients requesting as-
sisted death.

New EFC Report

That research highlights a fundamental question — “Why do people
request assisted suicide?” — notes Faye Sonier, legal counsel at The
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) and its Centre for Faith
and Public Life in Ottawa. Recently she supervised research for
anew EFC discussion paper called Palliative Care and End of Life
Therapies (free at www.theEFC.ca/ResourcesOnEuthanasia.)
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The EFC paper suggests if something can be done to meet
the underlying needs and fears of a patient, there will be fewer
requests to end life prematurely.

While patient autonomy is touted as one of the reasons for
choosing the time and method of death, autonomy is difficult to
measure, says Larry Worthen, a lawyer in Dartmouth, N.S., who
is now executive director of the Christian Medical and Dental
Society. Patients are always influenced by others such as hospital
staff, family members and physicians. In the past we believed
the virtuous thing was not to hasten death. “Do we want to have
a society where it becomes virtuous to end your life?”

Euthanasia and other forms of physician-assisted death (PAD)
are illegal in Canada. Bill C-384, a private member’s bill to legalize
euthanasia and assisted suicide, was defeated 228-59 in April 2010.
But in June 2012 a British Columbia Supreme Court judge ruled in
the Carter case Canada’s law against assisted suicide was unconstitu-
tional, and granted Gloria Taylor an exemption. In August the federal
government launched appeal, to be heard in
March. The EFC will participate as an inter-
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a publication called Exposing Vulnerable People to Euthanasia
and Assisted Suicide (available at www.epcc.ca) in which he cites
numerous European, Canadian and American studies that show
physicians don’t always follow the guidelines in settings where
assisted suicide is legal (Belgium and the Netherlands, as well as
in Washington and Oregon). Among his findings:

» Patients are being euthanized without having made an explicit
request. (A study from the Flanders region of Belgium shows
one-third of euthanasia deaths are without explicit request.)

* Nurses are illegally administering lethal drugs.

* Between 2003 and 2011 the number of euthanasia deaths in
the Netherlands doubled.

* In one Belgian study half the euthanasia deaths went un-
reported.

* Older people were more likely to be victims of unreported
euthanasia deaths.

The unreported cases were determined by an anonymous
questionnaire sent to several thousand phys-
icians, Schadenberg explains.

vener (details at www.theEFC.ca/carter). We've medicalized Cottle has seen the research, and is
While proponents of PAD insist there is sufferin yy alarmed how “the guidelines are just being
no “slippery slope,” and there are enough u 8- completely discarded.” What’s more, she

safeguards available to prevent abuse, many
Christian doctors and ethicists see it differently. Thirty years ago,
notes Cottle (the Vancouver physician), people were being kept
alive longer than was natural. Heroic measures were being taken
to prolong life. “I actually feel it’s the other way around now, es-
pecially with older people,” she says. “We're giving up on people
sooner than we did, and sooner than we should.”

“It's a recipe for elder abuse,” she adds. “There’s a big problem
with elder abuse, and it’s growing.”

Alex Schadenberg of London, Ont., executive director of the
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, agrees. He recently authored

says, “There have been some screw-ups in
Washington and Oregon.” People have lived for several days after
alethal injection, or vomited the pills they have swallowed. Death
does not always come quickly.

Whose Life Is It?

Twenty years ago Sue Rodriguez asked the memorable question,
“Whose life is it, anyway?” Rodriguez was the British Columbia
woman who requested assisted suicide before the symptoms of ALS
got too difficult for her to bear. Her quest for autonomy, for control-
ling your own destiny, has only gotten stronger in society today.
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(The EFC intervened in the Rodriguez
case, and its arguments formed a key part
of the court’s decision in recognizing the
value Canadians place on the “sanctity of
life” in understanding the “right to life”
mentioned in section seven of the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.)

But Rodriguez was wrong in assum-
ing her life was her own, says Cottle. “The
Christian knows it's God’s life.”

Responding to the issues requires some
careful approaches for Christian profes-
sionals. “Faith-based arguments are dis-
missed” in the public square, says Kenny,
who moves in both the secular and reli-
gious worlds. The ethics and health policy
advisor to the Catholic Health Alliance
of Canada has always worked in secular
rather than Catholic institutions. “We need
to make these arguments more generally
accessible,” she says.

Cottle agrees. “We have to learn how to
speak into our own culture in ways that
they can understand. If we just say, “The
Bible says not to kill,’ they don't really care.”

One way is to point out the discrep-
ancies in our society. Kenny and Cottle
both mention capital punishment as an
example. “We do not allow the death pen-
alty in this country, and we’re proud of this
fact,” says Kenny, a naturalized Canadian
who came here from the United States,
“partly because of the ethical underpin-
nings of the Canadian system.”

Why then, if “we don’t even allow kill-
ing of people who are hardened crimin-
als,” asks Kenny, would we want people
to die because they experience emotional
and psychological suffering?

“We have a very intricately balanced
ecosystem of compassion and caring
for one another,” says Cottle. If a patient
wants a physician-assisted death, that eco-
system is disrupted. A doctor has to make
the death happen, “and we all have to par-
ticipate in it — which is why we voted out
capital punishment.”

On a practical level, several things are
being done to engage Canadian society in
the battle against euthanasia. Larry Worth-
en of the Christian Medical and Dental
Society is busy making presentations to
educate medical students, doctors and
churches, particularly in eastern Canada.
Nuala Kenny continues to present her
findings that most requests for physician-
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I Clockwise from top left: Margaret Cottle, Larry Worthen and Alex
Schadenberg. There are still things Christians can do to ensure no one

has to feel abandoned at death.

assisted deaths are due to psychological
and emotional reasons rather than physic-
al pain. Alongside the EFC's interven-
tion in the appeal of the Carter case, the
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition and the
Christian Legal Fellowship are also set to
intervene.

Dr. John Patrick, a retired Ottawa phys-
ician and educator, is calling for medical
students and physicians to take the Hip-
pocratic Oath seriously once again. Society
is in danger of having physicians with no
moral integrity, he says, and there needs to
be provision for those who wish to follow
the Hippocratic principles of doing no harm.

“Our society has lost its moral consen-
sus and cannot therefore agree on the kind
of medical care to provide, nor the ethical
basis of medical care,” he says. So Patrick
set up www.hippocraticregistry.com, and
he encourages physicians to join. Further,
he suggests forming groups of physicians
and medical students who will take the
Hippocratic Oath, a practice already fol-
lowed by some medical practitioners.

But while the battle is being waged in
the public sphere, there are still things
Christians can do to ensure no one has to
feel abandoned at death.

“The biggest thing we need to do in
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churches is get the theology of suffering
figured out,” says Margaret Cottle. “We live
in a fallen world. Suffering is something
that is going to come to us.” Sometimes,
she says, all we can do is to follow what
Mary did at the foot of Jesus’ cross. “All
she did was stand there and bear witness.”

“The Christian community has to real-
ize that there’s an importance of being
with the ‘other,” ” adds Alex Schadenberg.
Visiting those who are sick, especially if
they are alone, is an important ministry. “If
there are people who actually care about
you, you are fairly more likely to say that
my life does have value,” he notes.

The EFC’s discussion paper confirms
that. “The will to live is inextricably linked
with maintaining a sense of meaning and
connection to one’s world,” it says.

However difficult it might be for Chris-
tian medical professionals as well as lay-
people to navigate the dark waters of
euthanasia and physician-assisted death,
itis imperative they do, says Cottle. Other-
wise, “As the culture gets darker, are we
really shining more, or are we being swal-
lowed up?”

DEBRA FIEGUTH of Kingston, Ont., is a
senior writer at Faith Today.
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How We

SCIENCE

About

The discovery of the so-called “God
particle” can help us think more
Christianly about science. sy paui eer

hen you saw this sum-
mer’s headlines pro-
claiming the scientific
discovery of something
nicknamed the “God par-
ticle,” perhaps you thought, “Here we go
again. More scientists out to undermine
religion.” But a closer

developed in the mid-20th century, known
as the Standard Model, was very productive.
It explained much of what was known about
physical reality and successfully predicted

many experimental results for decades.
However there was one important
prediction that eluded confirmation for
50 years - the exist-

Erncadmoropest  JNeTEare currently TR LU UES
rent and more posi- n, a subatomi
tive story. thought to be about particle named after
'l(;he disc;)lvery was a dozen subatomic Pl;aterﬁ{iggs, one ;f
made at the Large . . the physicists who
Hadron Collider near partICIes WIth Wonde_rfUI made the prediction
Geneva, an under-  and exotic names like  inthe 1960s.
o cwou s gluon,quark, | e
kilometres around boson and neutrino. lenge for physics that

(part in France, part

in Switzerland) that speeds protons up to
almost the speed of light, and then arranges
for them to smash into each other. As they
break apart, the smaller particles that make
up protons can be detected for very small
amounts of time.

Think back to the science you learned
in school. Each atom was pictured as a
mini solar system, with electron “planets”
orbiting around a nucleus “sun” made of
protons and neutrons. Very likely you were
left with the impression protons, neutrons
and electrons were the smallest and most
basic ingredients of physical reality.

But the latest scientific understanding
is far more complicated than that. In fact,
there are currently thought to be about a
dozen subatomic particles with wonderful
and exotic names like gluon, quark, boson
and neutrino.

This more complex understanding that
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the $9 billion Large
Hadron Collider was built primarily to find
the Higgs boson. It took nearly five decades
for experimental physicists to equip them-
selves to test the prediction of their theor-
etical colleagues.

This is why last summer’s announce-
ment of a new particle consistent with
the Higgs boson was deeply significant,
bringing 83-year-old Peter Higgs himself
(present at the announcement) to tears.

Unfortunately, almost exactly halfway
between Peter Higgs’ proposal and the ex-
periment that may have confirmed it, the
Higgs boson acquired a nickname - the
“God particle.” This came from the 1993
book by Leon Lederman entitled The God
Farticle: If the Universe Is the Answer, What Is
the Question? (Mariner Books, revised edi-
tion, 2006). Lederman, who won the Nobel
Prize for Physics in 1988, wrote the book to
popularize particle physics and explain the
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importance of the search for the Higgs boson.

Ironically, because the Higgs boson
was notoriously difficult to find and had
frustrated physicists for decades, Leder-
man intended to call it a far more crass
name, a familiar curse that begins with
“God.” His publisher wouldn’t allow it,
however, and Lederman agreed to the
more polite name that eventually became
the title of his book.

Most physicists, I should note, are un-
happy with this nickname. Not only do they
feel it is disrespectful of religion, but they
also dislike the scientifically inaccurate im-
plication the Higgs boson creates anything or
is single-handedly responsible for sustaining
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I The Large Hadron Collider near Geneva is an underground circular particle accelerator 27 kilometres around
(part in France, part in Switzerland) that speeds protons up to almost the speed of light, and then arranges for

them to smash into each other.

all reality. Physicists have tried to popularize
other nicknames, but “God particle” stuck.
Again, this is unfortunate, because it only
serves to reinforce a common mistake — the
idea that as science progresses, religion re-
treats. Or the more we learn about the world
through science, the less we need God.
This misunderstanding is sometimes
called the “God of the gaps” approach,
treating God as a kind of “scientific” ex-
planation when there are gaps in science’s
ability to explain things in the world.
Strident atheists like Richard Dawkins

embrace the God of the gaps approach,
because it furthers their cause - the more
science advances, they say, the less we
need God. Without meaning to, Christians
often share Dawkins’ assumption about
science and God. I certainly absorbed this
in my youth and can still remember how
reports about scientific progress made me
feel that, somehow, the Christian faith was
under assault.

Even mature and well-educated Chris-
tians sometimes make this mistake. Con-
sider Isaac Newton, the great scientist and
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mathematician. By formulating the law of
universal gravitation, he was responsible
for great progress in our understanding
of the solar system. But Newton was un-
able to explain certain wobbles in Saturn’s
orbit, among other mysteries. He put God
in that gap, claiming this was evidence of
God'’s helpful intervention in the world.
Newton guessed that God was correcting
problems in Saturn’s orbit so the solar sys-
tem wouldn’t collapse.

But as science progressed and our
understanding of planetary orbits grew,
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we learned the wobbles were caused
mainly by the gravitational pull of Ura-
nus. Those Christians for whom the wob-
bles were evidence of God’s presence in
creation found themselves in an absurd
position. God and gravity were competi-
tors. They had a decision to make. Either
find a better way to think about the re-
lationship between God and creation, or
find another gap in which to place Him.
Unfortunately, many found another gap,
and the pattern repeats itself today.
There are serious theological, logical
and scientific prob-
lems with the God of
the gaps approach.
First, theology. The
historical fact is these
gaps close. Or perhaps
“shift” is a better word. As science pro-
gresses, old questions are answered and
new questions can be asked. If God really
does inhabit our gaps, then God’s home
is either shrinking or constantly moving.
And if God is only occasionally active in
the world, does that mean He is normally
inactive? Is that consistent with our Chris-
tian idea of God who creates and sustains
all things? Or is the God of the gaps ap-
proach more consistent with the idea of an
incompetent clockmaker God who wound
up the universe and left it, returning only
to fix the occasional unforeseen problem?
(“Oh, I'd better fix those wobbles!”)
Second, logic. It is simply bad reasoning
to say, “There is currently no scientific ex-
planation for planetary wobbles. Therefore,
God must be doing it.” The only real conclu-
sion to be drawn from a lack of current sci-
entific explanation is. . . that there is a lack
of current scientific explanation. We cer-
tainly can’t expand from current ignorance
to all-time ignorance. In fact, with nearly
400 years of modern science to guide us,
we can see the pattern is one of growth in
scientific understanding. Current ignorance
almost always becomes past ignorance.
Third, science. We all have an inter-
est in the continued growth of scientific
understanding. Anyone who has had a
loved one treated successfully by the med-
ical community, for example, is certainly
glad for this progress. Sixteen years ago
our seven-month-old daughter woke from
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All truthis
God'’s truth.

a nap barely able to breathe. We rushed to
an emergency room, holding a limp and
wheezing baby girl. As it turned out this
was the first sign of undiagnosed asthma.
Thankfully, because of the hard work of sci-
entists in the years before this episode, we
were able to get her asthma under control.
She is now a very active young woman pre-
paring for a possible career in ballet.

The point is this. If the medical scientists
of the past had made the God of the gaps as-
sumption (current ignorance equals all-time
ignorance), they would have given up - and
many of our loved ones
would not be flourishing
today. Science requires
a willingness to do the
hard work needed to an-
swer difficult questions,
and an optimism the hard work will pay off.

As a final problem - and this cuts
across the categories of theology, logic
and science - there is the very real danger
a God of the gaps approach leads to the
position every truth seeker should avoid
- avested interest in continued ignorance.
When evidence for God depends on the
failure of science to explain, then there will
inevitably be a substantial investment in
continued ignorance.

There is a better way, however, found in
the centuries-old Christian understanding
that all truth finds its source in God. All
truth is God'’s truth.

If this is true, if all truth is God’s truth,
then there is nothing to be afraid of. In fact,
if all truth is God’s truth, then we Chris-
tians should be seeking out all the truth
we can find - including (but certainly not
limited to) the truth brought to us through
modern science.

Since at least the time of the Reforma-
tion, Christians have used the “Two Books”
metaphor to help think this through. God
has given us two books, the Book of Scrip-
ture and the Book of Creation. We read both
books differently, to be sure (theology and
biblical interpretation for the first, science
and art for the second), and we must read
them humbly, but we read them both with
gratitude, for they teach us about their div-
ine Author. Reading the two books can and
should be an act of worship.

Another way to think about this is
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through the idea of “mystery.” I often hear
Christians worry the goal of science is to
remove mystery from the world, and that
a world without mystery will become a
world without wonder and delight, a
world unaware of the glory of God.

But there are two ways to understand
the mystery of creation - equate it with
ignorance or with never-ending learning. I
prefer the second, which is certainly what
we mean when we affirm the mystery of
the doctrine of the Trinity. We mean both
that we will never know fully and will
never stop learning.

Understood this way, science certainly
does not undermine the world’s mystery.
Indeed, science is one of the ways we experi-
ence the world’s mystery, because science
is part of the never-ending learning that is
our worshipful response to God’s goodness.

Perhaps we can even redeem the un-
fortunate nickname, “God particle.”

The Higgs boson does not replace God,
of course. As we saw in the Newton ex-
ample, it is absurd to think of God and a
subatomic particle as competitors! But for
Christians the Higgs boson can point to God.

Its discovery can remind us of the gen-
erosity of a God who made us to be im-
age bearers, calling us to join in the seeing,
knowing, loving, naming and delighting in
God’s good creation.

Because of this particle’s discovery, we
can now read a little bit more in God'’s
Book of Creation. We are filled yet again
with awe and wonder because of the
mystery of Creation, about which we will
never stop learning. This of course renews
our awe and wonder for the Creator of this
infinitely interesting world.

The “God particle” can remind us
as the image-bearing priests of creation
that we are called to offer creation back
to the Creator - through science and art
and poetry, through stories, through acts
of love and mercy and stewardship - de-
lighting in it and saying with God, “Good!”
and “Very good!”

Paul Teel is a teacher at Pacific Christian
School in Victoria, a guest lecturer on
science and theology at Regent College
and an affiliated scholar in philosophy of
science at the University of Victoria.


http://www.FaithToday.ca

Education 1 Advertising Feature

Preparing Students
for Life and Ministry

Active, informed discipleship

Bethany College isn't alone in its size,
location or overall aim. What gives
Bethany its special flavour — what
invites you to take a closer look — is
our emphasis on active, informed dis-
cipleship. Our mission is to “nurture
disciples and train leaders to serve.”
We work hard to integrate in-depth
learning with active service. In dorm
life and classrooms, sports and artistic
endeavours, student leadership and
service learning trips, this discipleship
is central to everything we do.
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YOU ARE A LEADER AT YOUR CHURCH,
GUIDING OTHERS WHO WANT TO KNOW
MORE ABOUT GOD.

SOMEONE ASKS YOU HOW YOU CAN BE
SURE THE BIBLE'S REALLY TRUE.
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Our students tell us that what makes
Bethany stand out is our community
life! This is no accident. We know that
discipleship happens best in commun-
ity, and thus every student is given
opportunity to thrive in a close-knit
community. This goes beyond the often
life-long friendships that grow at Beth-
any: it includes focused mentoring and
personal discernment components.

At Bethany, we repeatedly see how
God uses these aspects to bring about
amazing transformation in the lives of
our students. Whether you come for
a two-year diploma or a four-year BA
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ACTS Seminaries offers a Masters Degree and a
Diploma in Christian studies to develop strong and
educated Christian leaders to serve in ministry and

mentor others in their Christian faith.
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degree, you can expect your time at
Bethany College to yield lasting change
in your life.

Details at www.bethany.sk.ca.

Offering new programs

Briercrest College and Seminary has
expanded its outstanding university-
level programs for next year.

Two new programs will be offered — a
BA in psychology, and Imprint, a creative
arts program for first-year students,
which is located at the beautiful Mus-
koka Woods Resort in Rosseau, ON.
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BRIERCREST

Outstanding Christian Education

With the BA psychology degree you
can start applying what you are learning
while you are studying. It is a program
that you can apply to your life, your
career, your family or your ministry.

Imprint will help young artists
engage their Christian faith in the pur-
suit of their art. Expand your portfolio
with Imprint’s co-curricular activities:
photography, pottery, painting, sketch-
ing, film and video. Students will kayak
on Georgian Bay, go on mission trips
and tour art galleries in North America
and Europe.

All of Briercrest's programs call stu-
dents to a relationship with Jesus Christ
as they become leaders and disciples
who serve with distinction. Faculty and
students share a passion for learning
together, for studying the Scriptures
and for preparing for lives of service.

Join over 20,000 former stu-
dents who have discovered the Brier-
crest experience.

Outstanding Christian education
that equips you to do what you are pas-
sionate about.

Visit imprint.briercrest.ca.

Regaining effectiveness

The Lord Jesus made no offers to
apparent ineffectiveness; nor did He
suggest divine intervention!

He gives instructions.

Christians still consumed with “deci-
sion making” must hear Jesus' teaching
of “instructions to obey"” not merely
“decision making”!

Jesus poses to His disciples an
impossible condition: salt losing its
effectiveness (Matt. 5:13).

www.FaithToday.ca

The answer is not in adding more
saltless salt. How could salt even
become saltless anyway? Never mind!
It is possible to regain effectiveness!

Jesus' detailed instructions to dis-
solve the barriers to effective living are
clear. Read Matthew 5:21-48! He just
“rolled them out” — no stopping. No
discussion.

Obedience to Him while trusting in
Him results in what never could other-
wise happen, plus it's practical and
beneficial to all!

Herein is rest!

Visit www.capernwray.ca.

The best of both worlds

Be part of a unique community learning
environment at Conrad Grebel Univer-
sity College while taking advantage of
resources at the University of Waterloo,
one of Canada's premier universities.
Theological Studies (TS): This
conjoint two-year graduate program in
theological studies leads to a Master of
Theological Studies degree. Study the
Bible, Christian theology, church history
and the practice of ministry in an inter-
disciplinary and ecumenical setting.
Experience the support and expertise
of diverse faculty and fellow students as
you grow and test ideas in a distinctive
Anabaptist-Mennonite context. Explore
current scholarship and examine con-
temporary issues and develop skills and
self-understanding through internships.
Generous financial awards are available
to TS students, including full-tuition
scholarships for all full-time students.
Master of Peace and Conflict

TeachbBeyond
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Studies: The Master of Peace and Con-
flict Studies degree places a unique
focus on the pivotal role individuals
play within civil society as catalysts
for peace. Combining rigorous inter-
disciplinary scholarship with practical
application, the program provides
scholars and practitioners with tools to
understand conflict and contribute to
peaceful transformation. This master’s
degree offers a cutting-edge approach
in which dynamic, sustainable, and
creative solutions to conflict can be
imagined, tested and applied.

Visit www.uwaterloo.ca/grebel.

Communicating biblical truth

Heritage is one school with two distinct
divisions. The college provides high
school graduates with general and
theological education that prepares
them for various ministry vocations
or further education. The seminary
provides college and university gradu-
ates with theological education that
equips them to plant, teach and lead
the Church or to advance the work of
parachurch ministries.

College students can earn various
certificates or degrees with a focus
on musical worship ministry, child
and family ministry, youth and family
ministry, world missions or pastoral
ministry. Pastoral students can apply
for a two-year internship that provides
both academic credit and focused, on-
the-job learning about the real world of
ministry. All this occurs in a community
of students and faculty who are deeply
committed to the worldwide mission of
the Church.

¥¥ Master of Peace and Conflict Studies
A vibeant, interdisciplinary academic
program that secks to empower students
with tha knowledge and skills nesded to

contribute to nonviclent peacebuilding.

)} grebel.ca/mpacs

GRADUATE STUDIES AT COMRAD GREBEL UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND THE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLODO
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Most seminary students pursue
either the MTS degree (general theo-
logical studies) or the MDiv degree
(normal pastoral preparation), but
others are studying just for personal
enrichment. Studies are done with fac-
ulty, who are scholars in service of the
Church, committed to help students
understand and communicate biblical
truth in a way that causes gospel-
driven churches to flourish.

To book a tour of our campus, visit
www.DiscoverHeritage.ca or call 800-

465-1961.
Preparing leaders

Consider the Horizon advantage:

» Our annual tuition costs are the low-
est of any accredited Bible college in
Canada.

« Our small college in an urban centre
provides an intimate Christian com-
munity in one of Canada'’s fastest
growing cities.

» Our core faculty are all PhDs,
licensed ministers and vibrant
experts in their fields.

*  Our student body represents
a cross-section of evangelical
denominations.

» Our courses take place on evenings,
weekends, as one-week modules
and in six-week terms, giving stu-
dents flexibility to work or study
part-time.

» We are an affiliated college of the
University of Saskatchewan.

*  Our library contributes to one of
the largest theological collections in
Canada.

» Our youth and children’s ministry

WATERLOO
i':’ ': x / rﬁ 1.1 Q 'g'r“il'l\‘l_-_\.
HoR\\ = ;

¥) Theological Studies

An |rterdisciplinary graduate program that
prepares students for careers in pastoral
ministry and chaplaincy, for advanced
graduste studles in theology, and ta
ntograte theology into vocation and servico

) grebel.ca/ts
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PROVIDENCE
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

Providence provides a
premier Christian university
education to students from

all over the world. As an
interdenominational school,
our student body represents
over 15 church denominations
and 22 countries.

Choose from among
20 majors and earn your

Bachelor of Arts degree

ACADEMIC ENTRANCE
SCHOLARSHIPS

Apply now and you may be eligible
to receive an automatic $2000
academic entrance scholarship
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Foundation.

For Life, Ministry & Career.

More than an Education.

For 90 years, Prairie has equipped students like you to understand God’s

Word and live out its message of hope. Today, we are pleased to prepare

graduates for ministries and careers that address some of the greatest

needs of the world. Whether you choose a 1-year certificate, 2-year diploma or 4-year
degree, Prairie is committed to investing in every aspect of who God has made you to be and
providing you with a foundation to make a lasting impact—no matter where you go next.

{PRAIRIE :
To Know Christ and Make Him Known \((\o
g 9°°‘

Bible College - Applied Arts & Technology - Mission Aviation

Box 4000, Three Hills, AB, TOM 2NO 1.800.661.2425

, AFERNVWRATHARDUUR
g\ ¢ ) R FEs o EFaTe ’
“" 1. 4 » .. - J‘ .1 ,6;

r” SONFERENCE CENTRES
' Practltcatro Ttae Tl oo L

THETIS ISLAND - BRITISH COLUMBIA - CANADA

S Training for Full Time Christian Service
Regardless of Occupation!

Leadership Through Servanthood by Christ’s
Indwelling, Resurrection Life.

SPractical Bible Teaching Genesis to Revelation:
s Christ Revealed in the Written Word.

B it

.!'_

.'L__ﬁ;"___

« Bible School

« Conferences

+ Qutdoor Education
« Private Retreats

« Personal Getaways

WWW.CAPERNWRAY..CA

R
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majors combine with studies at

a community college, giving stu-
dents qualifications to work in both
the Church and public sectors.

»  Our eight-month, supervised intern-
ships place students in real-life
ministry, better preparing them for
Christian leadership.

* Our classes don't run on Fridays.
Horizon College and Seminary is
preparing leaders for Christian life and

ministry.

Visit www.horizon.edu.

Knowing, being, doing...

At McMaster Divinity College, we
recognize that the challenges and
complexities that Christians face today
have never been greater. In response
to this, we have radically revised our
MDiv and MTS programs. Our Master
of Divinity, Master of Theological Stud-
ies, Master of Arts, and Doctor of Phil-
osophy degrees, as well as Diploma in
Ministry and certificate programs, will
prepare you for whatever path the Lord
has chosen for you.

WWW.CAPERNWRAY.CA
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As an evangelical seminary situ-
ated on a large university campus in
a diverse city, we are ideally equipped
to fulfill our mission to develop effect-
ive evangelical Christian leaders for
Church, academy and society through
university-level education, profes-
sional training and ongoing support.
Our summer 2013 courses address a
diversity of issues that affect contem-
porary culture, culminating with the
first RZIM Canada Summer School.

A visit tomcmasterdivinity.ca will
show you the importance that we
place on knowing the Word of God,
being transformed into the image of
Christ, and doing the work of ministry.
McMaster Divinity College: knowing...
being... doing...

Visit www.mcmasterdivinity.ca.

Training effective workers

Prairie Bible College began in 1922 and
specializes in training effective workers
for churches and other Christian min-
istries. We offer accredited four-year
Bachelor of Arts programs in a variety
of areas, including ministry, theology
and intercultural studies. Prairie also
offers several foundational one- and
two-year programs.

In 20086, Prairie opened the first col-
lege in Canada offering practical two-
year programs deliberately integrating
Bible and ministry education. With
programs in health care, human servi-
ces and digital media, Prairie College
of Applied Arts & Technology (PCAAT)
has created even more options for
students to pursue valuable careers
and ministry opportunities. Mission
teams from PCAAT have gone to India,
Mozambique, Guatemala and the Phil-
ippines.

Prairie has been providing com-
mercial aviation training for over 15
years. Transport Canada has indicated
that our students score higher on flight
tests and written exams than other
students from across the nation. With
close ties to several mission aviation
agencies, Prairie School of Mission
Aviation is well equipped to train pilots
for service here at home and around
the world.

Find out more at www.prairie.edu.

Christ-Centred university
education

At Providence we believe that uni-
versity education is about more than
knowledge. Bring your faith to class
and experience the difference of a
Christ-centred university education.
Grow spiritually through chapels, Bible
studies, prayer groups and classroom
interaction. Choose from 20 majors and
earn a Bachelor of Arts degree that fits
your career path.

Apply now for September 2013
and you may be eligible to receive an
automatic $2,000 academic entrance
scholarship. Visit www.ProvidenceUC.
ca for details.

Ministry training within
your reach

Providence Seminary offers accredited
certificate, masters and doctoral pro-
grams that will prepare you to help the
church accomplish its mission. Our
graduates make an impact in churches
and ministries throughout Canada and

Is your journey
taking you where
you need to go?

" Rocky Mountain College

Calgary, Alberta * 1.877.YOUnRMC
www.rockymountaincollege.ca

www.FaithToday.ca |

Engage your
faith while you
explore the
creative arts,
expand your
portfolio and
tour galleries in
North America
and Europe.

| imprint

HiBsfCrest ab [TLE,

imprint.briercrest.ca
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worldwide. As an inter-denominational
evangelical school, Providence pro-
vides education for students from over
15 denominations. We think Christians
better reflect Christ when they grow in
their own tradition and understand the
traditions of others.

Providence offers graduate training
for pastoral, educational and counsel-
ling ministries through traditional, mod-
ular and online courses. Campus-based
courses are available in Manitoba and
Alberta. Visit www.ProvidenceSemin-
ary.ca for details.

According to The Globe and Mail's
2012 Canadian University Report,
Redeemer University College is an A+
destination. This is where you will find
a Christian academic community that
supports and encourages the integra-
tion of your faith into every aspect of
your university life —and beyond. We
offer more than 80 majors and minors
leading to a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor

REDEEMER UNIVERSI

A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSIT

AN A+ DESTINATION FOR:

Quality of Education
Professor-Stu

of Science or Bachelor of Education
degree.

Discover why, in the national sur-
vey, students ranked Redeemer at “A”
for the quality of teaching and learning
they receive. Experience the com-
mitment of faculty to working one on
one with you to prepare you for a suc-
cessful, rewarding career or graduate
studies.

Discover a vibrant campus where
you don't have to defend your faith but
will be encouraged to share it through
student activities, service projects,
varsity sports and a unique townhouse-
style residence life.

Discover your calling. Through co-
ops, internships and off-campus stud-
ies, learn more about yourself and who
God is calling you to be. Values-based
career and mentoring services are also
available.

Discover Redeemer. Come for a visit,
stay for the experience. Learn more
about visiting our campus at: www.
redeemer.ca/visiting. We look forward
to seeing you! You belong here.

dent Interaction

Career Preparation Campus Community

& REDEEMER
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777 Garner Road East, Ancaster, ON LIK 1J4

Y IN HAMILTON,

Rocky Mountain College (RMC) is a pri-
vate, accredited, multi-denominational
Christian college located in northwest
Calgary. RMC offers certificates, dip-
lomas and bachelor’s degrees for the
purpose of developing Christian lead-
ers. We accomplish this by focusing on
biblically based education, discipleship,
practical ministry experiences and
academic excellence. RMC exists to
develop students who will be effective
agents of spiritual, moral and social
transformation everywhere for the
glory of God.

Students at RMC can choose from a
variety of programs ranging from cer-
tificates to four-year Bachelor of Arts
degrees. At its core, RMC believes that
Christian leadership rides on Christian
character and seeks to develop that
inner core in all programs offered.

We believe that who you are is more
important than what you do.

A few of our programs:

TY COLLEGE

ONTARIO

T. 905.648.2139 x4280 | . 905.648.9545 | 1.800.263.6467
SN EIRVARRRASSINTYAS G ORIRELGE _WWW-l‘edeCmel‘-Cﬁl_
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»  What If Project — 16 weeks of travel 20 1 3 RESO LUTI 0 N H

and life-changing experiences

- The Edge - certificate in Christian G rorw C lo S e r't O_G 0 d .

discipleship

» Diploma — global studies, theatre
arts and many more concentrations

» BAin Human Services — child and
youth care or counselling

« BAin Leadership Development -
global leadership, pastoral leader-
ship, youth leadership and many
more majors

« BAin Music — performance, contem-
porary and church music

« BAinTheology — biblical studies

Contact us at: www.rockymountain-
college.ca or 1-877-YOUnRMC

LLC celebrating 10 years

On October 23, 2012, Trinity Western
University's Laurentian Leadership Cen-
tre (LLC) in Ottawa marked its 10-year
anniversary with a gala celebration that

welcomed LLC alumni, several Mem- + SEMINARY »
bers of Parliament - including the Hon- 416:218.6757 | 1.877.TYNDALE
ourable Mark Warawa ('73) — and TWU tyndaleseminary.ca

IBOLT, Vanguard’s Distance Education program,
aims to make your academic journey as simple as
possible by allowing you to study from anywhere in
the world at any time. With courses starting every

two weeks, you can complete an entire degree
online that fits within your schedule. Fully accredited
with the ABHE, IBOLT has one of the highest

successful completion rates in distance education.

Explore the many benefits of studying with IBOLT at
www.ibolt.com

0
www.vanguardcollege.com
VA!\I IGLUEA\BDE ;vzijuo-m;rd Street, Edmonton, AB T5G 2J9

toll free 866-222-0808
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BETHANY
COLLEGE
www.bethany.sk.ca

Our BA program offers over

30D| FFERENT
COMBINATIONS

of majors and concentrations

“This 15 M7 /|
/)/07/0“”"

e
/‘//IGAe Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies

Pastoral Ministry & Restorative Justice

President Jonathan S. Raymond, PhD.

In the fall of 2002 the first cohort of
TWU students moved into the newly
founded LLC, located in Ottawa'’s his-
toric Laurentian Club building. The pro-
gram gives third- and fourth-year stu-
dents the opportunity to develop their
leadership abilities. LLC students have
interned for Members of Parliament,
national media outlets, foreign embas-
sies and local sports teams. These
unique opportunities have allowed stu-
dents to network with national leaders
and prepared them for the challenge
of integrating their faith in their future
career paths.

In addition to the LLC milestone,
TWU celebrated it's 50th Anniver-
sary by hosting over 7000 people
on campus during its September
celebration. The three-day weekend
saw many alumni return to campus to
connect with old friends, faculty and
students. The local community joined
in as they cheered on TWU Spartans’
home games, attended the outdoor
praise chapel and caught the first ever
TEDXxTWU. The milestone event was a

HAVE FAITH IN
YOUR DEGREE

By choosing King’s, you can look forward to
excellent professors, personalized instruction

and a nationally recognized degree.

Enjoy learning in an authentic, Christian

community that will challenge your

perceptions of the world, and your place in it.

+ BACHELOR OF EDUCATION - BACHELOR OF ARTS - BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
+ BACHELOR OF MUSIC - BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
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time of reflection, reconnection, and
for imagining TWU's next 50 years. For
more information visit www.twu.ca/50.

Preparing people for where
God leads them

Tyndale graduates such as Glenford
Duffus (MTS 2000) know that build-
ing relationships can change lives. As
a superintendent with the Toronto Dis-
trict School Board, his sphere of influ-
ence includes 60 administrators, over
800 teachers and more than 12,000
students in 24 schools.

Glenford tells about one disen-
gaged student he met as a vice-
principal. “He caused everybody to
pull out hair — whatever hair they
had. We had a lengthy discussion and
developed a relationship where we
were strategizing how he could focus
and be perceived in a certain way.”
The relationship continued and Glen-
ford has remained a sounding board
for the young man, who is now a PhD
candidate.

kingsu.ca

:KING’S
UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE
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Recently, Glenford became a
member of an advisory committee at
Tyndale’s Bachelor of Education pro-
gram. To read more about Glenford
and Tyndale go to www.tyndale.ca/
magazine.

You too can be prepared for where
God is leading you. Come to Tyndale.

Tyndale is Christian university
college and seminary offering fully
accredited programs in a wide range % J
of programs. Tyndale has more than - CO urses TO to ke ,
1,600 students, representing more
than 40 denominations and 60 eth-
nic backgrounds. Founded in 1894,
Tyndale's mission of preparing people
for where God leads them continues d
today. ' GO

Visit www.tyndale.ca.

lyou deeper with

. _ UofS
Integrating study and service

Education is both knowledge and Sty ({Or cred ”) HERITAGE

experience. That's why at Vanguard G3-1 year Missions’ College & Seminary
College we believe the best way to pre-
pare for life and ministry is to experi-

program (partnered with

ence it while you learn. In our mission Equlpplng people

to develop innovative, Spirit-filled 5 YWAM) .

leaders, we work to combine practical . tO. be plllars Ji

ministry training with building a solid Pastoral Min isfry His Church.

theological foundation for a life-long ¢

relationship with God. Our faculty is > Children’s Minis ?ry ' You've heard God's calling; now make

Heritage College & Seminary part of

passionate about instilling biblical
your response. Heritage offers diverse

Frzth'.andgir field .Zducaho: pr.c;.gra;n YOUfh M I n ISTTY : graduate and undergraduate options to
IS designed 1o provide opportunities to serve students’ spiritual, leadership and

live what you learn. Chrisﬁon Sfudios educational needs. Our lively campus
All this takes place in a vibrant, ' community is conveniently located in
Spirit-filled community full of life- “artifi < Southern Ontario. Book your campus
changing experiences. Whether you're ] ySa Cerificates tour today. Join us as we equip people
. . . . to be pillars of His Church.
encountering God in dynamic worship
services, in biblically focused class-
rooms or in time spent with fellow
students, you'll know that God is mov-
ing. Offering certificates, diplomas
and degrees in five program majors
- youth, missions, worship, pastoral
and children’s ministry — Vanguard
provides an affordable education that

Pr‘epar_y 'g ‘Ié&'ders for
will equip you for wherever God leads. Chnshqn I|fe Qnd Vi
Experience it for yourself. Our tours

will give you the opportunity to see sycholog [n'lir“g}ry T “'-—r-"“{ S Phone: 519-651-2869
what God is doing at Vanguard College. Pt din o el =Bt Al PN Toll Free: 1-800-465-1961

If you live outside Edmonton, be sure to Saskatoon, a N o DiscoverHeritage.ca
inquire about tour travel vouchers. & l J n

12140-103rd Street, Edmonton, AB Saskatchewan &=

. Pursuing God
T5G 2J9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Website: WWW. ho rnzon. ed U with Passion & Excellence
www.vanguardcollege.com.
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% TRINITY
V WESTERN
UNIVERSITY

Education. Transformation. impAcT.

Expect More.

RECEIVE ATOP-QUALITY EDUCATION
IN A DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT

e the only university with A+ ranking for * over $8M in scholarships and grants
education quality 5 years running * available

e 42 undergrad and 17 graduate degrees * professors know you by name

e adult degree completion program e get to the mountains and the beach on

the same day
* ACCORDING TO THE GLOBE AND MAIL CANADIAN UNIVERSITY REPORT

to a preview weekend  Feb 1516 or Mar 22.23
IT pay for your trip Learn more attwu.ca/visit

Discover what it’s like to be aTWU
student for 36 hours! Stay in dorms,
attend class, and meet professors
and current TWU students.

Receive compensation for your
travel costs upon enrolling at TWU.

“| was drawn toward the idea of combining
rigorous scholarship and faith. TWU
equipped me to lead professionally as well

n ’
as personally. e
-
Thomas Hunt, BA (Hons.) History 10
N T
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES SCHOOL OF HUMAN KINETICS
FACULTY OF NATURAL AND APPLIED SCIENCES SCHOOL OF NURSING
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS, MEDIA + CULTURE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS » _
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION Langley, British Columbia

1888 GO TO TWU admissions@twu.ca
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An Ethos of Spirit
and Power

A reflection on the character of the
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada.

BY DAVID WELLS

blies of Canada church is a daunting task. It’s like
trying to describe Canadian culture, hindered by
the same geographic expanse and regional distinctiveness.

Perhaps it’s safest to start with this: Pentecostals value
the freedom to be able to follow the leading of the Holy
Spirit. From our beginnings in the Pentecostal awakening
of the early 1900s, we have held fast to the idea that obedi-
ence to the Spirit trumps ecclesiastical rules.

This shared value doesn’t always lead to a common ap-
proach on how we do church. It appears the Spirit does not
lead in the same direction in every location. This should
not surprise us given the church diversity pictured in the
New Testament.

Our church gatherings, preaching, programs and archi-
tecture vary greatly from community to community, but
there are common threads woven into the life of our PAOC
churches. At least they represent who we would like to
be at our best.

Earl Creps, visiting professor of leadership and spirit-
ual renewal at Assemblies of God Theological Seminary,
highlights one of these threads:

D efining the spiritual ethos of a Pentecostal Assem-

Pentecostals are not Evangelicals who speak in
tongues. When our hearts are soft, our experience
is about a kind of Spirit fullness that overflows
into our worldview, shifting it from Christian nat-
uralism toward Christian supernaturalism, and
shifting us from maintenance to mission. Pente-
costals are all about getting full of God so we can
announce that His Kingdom is the only real world
and that it’s arriving among us (Mike Yaconelli,
ed., Stories of Emergence, Zondervan, 2003).

This emphasis on mission is at the heart of our ethos.
We want to be filled with the Spirit so we can be empow-
ered for service. One of the original reasons for establish-
ing our fellowship of churches was for planting churches
and foreign missions.

Pentecostals long for the empowerment of the Spirit so
we can fulfill the Great Commission. Spirit baptism is for
us a sign of that empowerment — and tongues speaking,
the initial evidence of that sign. While Pentecostals talk
about wanting more of the Spirit, “what we really mean

is that He wants more of us. We must pour ourselves out.
In other words, more obedience,” explains Van Johnson,
dean of Master’s Pentecostal Seminary (The Journey For-
ward, The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada, 2006).

But the Pentecostal ethos is not just about empowered
witness. There is also urgency. We have an eschatological
perspective that the Holy Spirit has been poured out so we
can win the world before Christ returns. This can make us
impatient with procedures that delay outreach.

Let me quote United Methodist professor George
Hunter about another thread in our Pentecostal ethos. It
has to do with our acceptance of everybody who is em-
powered by the Spirit. This springs from our emphasis on
Acts 2:17 where Peter quotes the prophet Joel, indicating
the Spirit’s empowerment is for all people regardless of
gender or race.

Every interpreter of Pentecostalism is impressed
by the movement’s engagement and inclusion
of many poor, uneducated, marginalized, disin-
herited, left-behind, and even outcast “losers” at
the bottom of society’s social ladder, and by the
movement’s power to convince them that they
need to change, and that the Spirit can empower
their change and will “gift” them for ministry and
make their lives significant. The movement, on
every continent, makes “losers” into “winners.”
Pentecostalism seems more able to achieve inter-
racial fellowships, and to recognize and empower
women for ministry, than any other branch of
Christianity” (Radical Outreach, Abingdon, 2003).

We still value the Spirit’s calling and anointing as per-
haps the most important qualification for ministry. This
is not to say godly character and relevant credentials are
dismissed. There is tension here in our ethos. Our Wes-
leyan holiness roots impress upon us the importance of
godly character.

So, friends, if you catch us at our best, we will be seek-
ing the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to reach the world
for Christ with some urgency. We will be working with the
Spirit to see changed lives. We will be learning from the
Word of God how to live engaged, godly lives in an ungodly
culture. And we will be training and releasing a diverse mix
of Jesus’ followers to serve in our Father’s world.

DAVID WELLS is general superintendent of the PAOC,
which has headquarters in Mississauga, Ont., and
includes 1,100 congregations. He thanks Jim Lucas,
president of Canadian Pentecostal Seminary, for
some of the ideas in this article. This column features
affiliates of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.

For alist see www.theEFC.ca/affiliates.

www.FaithToday.ca 1 January / February 2013 1 51


http://www.theEFC.ca/affiliates

El

Alive

BY MICHELLE (NAGLE) ARTHUR

N
Women Alive
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Fighting loneliness in God's strength.
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many virtual friends online, but those who truly
know us are few and far between.

Sadly, I have spoken with many women recently who
are living this painful reality. (I'll change their names for
privacy.)

Mary mourns the loss of interaction with other couples
as a result of her husband’s dementia. Julia feels lost after
a divorce has left her too without the same connection to
married friends. Amanda struggles to engage with other
women as her demanding schedule
leaves little time for socializing.

I oneliness among women is epidemic. We have

godly woman in your life to approach in friendship? It’s
time to reach beyond our protective walls to build rela-
tionships where trust and vulnerability go hand in hand.
Relationships can be risky, but they are worth it! We must
be careful to not let bitterness isolate us. If you are feeling
lonely, reaching out to others is one of the surest cures. It
stops the pity party and cultivates compassion. Ask God
what He wants to teach you in this season of loneliness.
Perhaps it is His means of helping you better empathize
and comfort others as you too have been comforted.
Perhaps you are also on the other side, unsure how to
reach out. Our offers to help can ring hollow if a friend
senses we are secretly hoping she won't follow up. At first
a friend may not be able to say how she needs help - and
may even insist she doesn’t need it at all. Many feel un-
comfortable soliciting help, not wanting
to burden anyone or admit we can’t do

And that's just the start. We need each other.  itanoursetves.

Jane secretly grieves a granddaugh- God didn'tintend For these reasons suggesting a specific
ter’s poor choices and finds it hard to f or us t 0 g 0 means of assistance, a certain task at a
relate to those families who seem to certain time, makes such offers of help

have it all together. Karen, a ministry
leader, has difficulty finding friends
who understand the unique respon-
sibility she carries day to day. Lucy, a
new believer, is eager to grow in her
faith but feels intimidated by the knowledge of those who
are more mature. A vibrant woman in her 50s, Janine
underwent surgery followed by a long recovery period,
experiencing loneliness as friends moved on with their
own lives.

Disconnected and struggling with life changes, these
women feel alone and forgotten.

Can you relate?

Satan loves to make us feel as though we are the only
ones to experience this sad reality and shames us into
silence. If he keeps us apart, he keeps us from life-giving
relationships with our sisters in Christ. Women live in
years of loneliness because they believe the lies of the
enemy.

Dear sister, though you feel lonely, you are not alone.
Our Heavenly Father is with you and sees your pain. He
has not forgotten you. The sovereign Lord knows your
heart, your hurts and your longings. He is with you in
the awkward moments and sees the tear stains on your
pillow. In Hebrews 13:5 God says, “I will never leave you,
nor forsake you.” When you feel invisible, He sees you.
Turn to Him, trusting He is working out even this lonely
season for good.

Why not pray right now and ask God to show you a
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through life lacking
the support
of fellow sisters.

much more beneficial and readily ac-
cepted. It demonstrates we aren’t just
paying lip service — and that we do under-
stand their needs.

Offer to drive family members to regu-
lar appointments. Provide a hot meal once a week for new
parents after the birth of their child. Spend an afternoon
helping to clean or do laundry to lighten someone’s load.
These ideas are merely a start.

One woman I know greatly benefited from families
who offered to help with home improvement projects her
husband could no longer handle due to illness.

There are many ways we can reach out, but we need
to have courage and creativity.

We need each other. God didn’t intend for us to go
through life lacking the support of fellow sisters. In Hebrews
10:24-25 He calls us to “consider how we may spur one an-
other on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another — and all the more as you see the Day approach-
ing.” Who can you reach out to this week?

MICHELLE ARTHUR loves to help women nurture
godly friendships and mentoring relationships through
Women Alive, where she serves as executive director.
In 2013 Women Alive celebrates 40 years of ministry to
Canadian women and teen girls. Celebrate with us

in Grande Prairie, Toronto and Waterloo this spring!
Visit www.womenalive.org for details.
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A focus on university students has brought much life to this
established Wesleyan congregation.

churchottawa.com) recognizes life is messy and some-
times complicated.

“However, we believe that Jesus can be found in the middle
of our lives whether life is going well or not,” adds senior pastor
Brent Russett. That leads to the church goal of trying to help
people encounter the life-changing love of God, including a wide
range of newcomers and long-time members.

S unnyside Wesleyan Church in Ottawa (www.sunnyside

Ministries to Students

“The community in which a church is located defines part of its
mission,” says Russett. For Sunnyside that community includes
students from nearby universities, and the congregation is ris-
ing to the challenge of reaching out to them. They all know that

students who don’t connect strongly with church during their
university years won't likely attend church after graduation.

Building relationships with students in September creates
the comfort they need to invite their non-believing friends. Sun-
nyside becomes the second step, in collaboration with campus
ministries, to encourage students to reach toward God.

After a supper for students provided by church members, a
church member who works for the discipleship ministry Naviga-
tors Canada hosts discussion nights in his home.

“We do what we do for the Kingdom of God and trust that our
church will benefit,” says Russett, adding that the congregation
understands this principle well. Sunnyside loses about 20 per cent
of its congregation annually, but retains about a third of university
graduates, balancing overall growth at five per cent each year.
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An example of retaining a university
student is Marg, who liked a guy who at-
tended Sunnyside. Though she had no use
for God, she consented to attend church.
After a while she thought God might be
a “possibility” in her life. Five months
later she placed her faith in Christ, was
baptized, married and now serves on the
Sunnyside communication team.

The student population has also af-
fected worship locations. The congrega-
tion has been gathering for 90 years in Old
Ottawa South. They welcome their com-
munity to barbecues, soccer camps that
link sports and faith, a women'’s shelter,
community choir and exercise class.

In 2010, 50 people were commissioned
to a second location downtown, meeting
on the University of Ottawa campus.

Character of Christ

Three hundred regular attendees now
gather in three congregations. This diverse
group of university students, young fam-
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ilies, professionals and seniors welcomes
those taking their first steps toward a re-
lationship with Christ.

Twenty years ago things were different.
Sixty seniors and empty-nesters gathered
with 30 university students that soon grew
to 90. There was nothing in-between - no
children, no youth, no young families. But
as students married, young families grew
up into the congregation, creating more
generational balance.

Sunnyside’s vision is for the character
of Christ to be formed in individuals as
well as the church body. And Sunnysiders
are encouraged to actively contribute their
time and resources to ministries outside
the church. Work is viewed as ministry.
Many serve in government offices or as
professional educators. Russett has added
to his ministry to students by serving on
the board of trustees for Houghton College.

The Old Ottawa Community Centre is a
hub of activity from fitness to photography,
from after-school care for kids to programs
for seniors. Jill, a centre staff worker and
member of the church board, gets to hear
the needs and serve the neighbours.

In connection with Mission Ottawa, a
group of church leaders that meets to pray
and plan city-wide events, people from
Sunnyside prayer-walk their neighbour-
hood at the downtown church site. They
pray for people they see on the street and
in the houses they pass, and that God’s
loving-kindness would invade that neigh-
bourhood and heal the hurts in families,
individuals and businesses.

Engage the World
Jesus’ mission to bring Good News to
the poor, freedom to captives, insight to
people who can’t see and release for the
oppressed is Sunnyside’s mission today.
Their goal is to turn the church inside out,
praying that people they encounter each
day will be receptive to and changed by the
life-giving movement of God in their lives.
Perhaps unique to Sunnyside, the ma-
jority of churchgoers’ friends are not yet
believers. On a typical Sunday five to 10
per cent attending are making their first
connection with church. The challenge is
to disciple all the seekers that already walk
through the doors.
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Russett says he reminds himself and
his congregation that “Sunnysiders live in
the middle of the world,” or (to use the lan-
guage of John 17:11-16) to be in the world,
yet not of the world.

Sunnyside youth have ministered for
two years in Chiiwetau, a Cree community
in Northern Quebec. While elders gather
to celebrate, Sunnyside youth host day
camps for children and teens - without
electricity! Young leaders notice more
social challenges - anger is strongly em-
bedded into the culture - so they focus on
sharing Christ’s transformative love.

Over the last 20 years, 30 people from
this congregation have been called to vo-
cational ministry. Jenn was introduced to
Christ through Sunnyside’s youth group
while attending university. She and her
husband served as engineers in India for
several years. Jenn’s mother came to faith
through her daughter, retired from a gov-
ernment position, and now serves with a
Christian hospital association in India.

Holiness Matters

Living in a secular city that is highly edu-
cated yet indifferent to the gospel, Sun-
nyside’s ongoing challenge is to “speak
into the culture in ways that are loving and
wise, yet authentic and true,” says Russett.

The affluent often don’t see their need
for Jesus. When people do recognize their
spiritual need, the church is not usually
their first choice. Suspicion of organized
religion is a huge hurdle to overcome.
The cause of justice and mercy must be
accompanied with sharing the gospel in
culturally understandable ways.

If Sunnyside’s building disappeared,
perhaps no one would notice. “But if our
people disappeared, the impact would
be enormous,” says Russett. “Sunnyside
people are involved in so many spheres of
life, doing things quietly every day, living
out the values of the Kingdom of God.”

CHARLENE DE HAAN is a freelance
writer in Toronto, executive director of
CAM International of Canada and founder
of Step Up Transitions (www.stepuptransi-
tions.ca). Sunnyside Wesleyan Church is
affiliated with The Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada. Read all the profiles in this
ongoing series at www.FaithToday.ca.



http://theEFC.ca/airmiles
http://www.FaithToday.ca
http://www.FaithToday.ca
http://www.stepuptransitions.ca
http://www.stepuptransitions.ca

IsTheMan BY DOUG KOOP

A

When the Rock
Crumbles

A man who avoids vulnerability will eventu-

ally be lost when life’s worst comes his way.

o man wants to reach the end of his life looking
N like a turtle withdrawn into its shell. But plenty of

men do spend a lifetime tucking their emotions
out of sight and developing a crusty exterior to keep others
at bay. Such habits can ultimately fail us.

Do you know someone who figures tears are for sissies
and fears are for fools?

I'think of Ron, a heavy equipment mechanic who built
roads across northern Canada. Ron raised a large family
in a small home. The house sprouted many additions over
the years, and in his final days he was talking about wid-
ening the bathroom door to accommodate the wheelchair
he now needed to get around. He loved to tinker.

Poor health-irked Ron. Being bedbound was a major
inconvenience to a man who had always cut his own
swath through the world and put food on the table for
his family. He’d never much thought about getting old or
getting cancer. He simply marched through life one day
at a time. Death happened to other people.

Yet even with cancer and old age, Ron plodded along
with a blinkered hope of life returning to normal.

“I'm not sure why I'm here” on this bed, he said near
the end of his life. “I've always been the rock.”

Alas, the rock was crumbling, and Ron seemed the
last to realize it.

What does it take for any of us to get in touch with our
humanity? Very often a crisis of some sort. For Ron, it was
illness and old age. For others, perhaps a business failure
or job loss, the death of a loved one, an accident, a personal
conflict or glaring mistake of our own doing.

Eventually each of us will experience that we can't al-
ways be in control, that larger forces are always at play.
No one escapes.

Especially at such times, shoving our feelings back
down isn’t a good idea. Failing to acknowledge them is
to deny reality, to carry on like a well-dressed pedestrian
pretending he didn’t just puke on the sidewalk, continuing
his commute as if nothing were amiss.

Ignoring feelings doesn’t help in the long run. To strap
on emotional armour is to insulate against growth and
healing. Masking our miscues and limitations hinders our
ability to relate deeply with others.

Vulnerability is the key to connection, and we are hard-
wired for relationship.

Many Bible characters, including King David and Jesus,
show us life can be lived openly. No masks needed.

David fought fiercely, but also prayed frequently,
danced joyfully, worshipped extravagantly, wept openly,
and put many of his vulnerable feelings into psalms meant
for public use.

Jesus confronted oppression with determined anger,
walked courageously into danger, brought wine to festive
events, and shed real tears when faced with sorrow, loss
and the prospect of suffering ahead.

Do some of these behaviours go against our idea of
manliness today? Perhaps common notions of respect-
ability (“real men don’t cry”) and dignity (keeping cool
and competent) and authority (“If not in charge, at least
I'm in control”) are at odds with the way things really are.

Many of us cover weakness with anger and substitute
presence with busyness. But in our better moments, don’t
we sense we mature when we reveal ourselves as we really
are? Don’t we realize we actually make it easier for others
to draw closer to us?

The rock of Ron kept crumbling. After weeks of illness
and pain (he maintained his tough exterior and resisted
taking painkillers), he slowly began to adjust his think-
ing. He admitted he had reached “my quota” of years and
occasionally mentioned friends, both younger and older,
who had “already met their Waterloo.”

That was it. The inevitability of death was a battle that
must be lost — a defeat.

It was too little, too late. Other than a determined desire
to get back to his house, Ron didn’t know what to hope for.
His insides were shrinking to nothing, yet the outer crust
remained intact. Visits with family skimmed the surface
matters of a life rapidly disappearing. He died with regrets
undeclared and relationships unresolved.

Ron’s rough ending hints at what happens when we
are too proud to reveal ourselves to our loved ones. It's a
cautionary tale about forgiveness withheld, of love un-
spoken and tears unshed.

The house of Ron lapsed into disrepair, without ever
truly becoming a home.

DOUG KOOP is a Winnipeg-based writer and spiritual care
provider. He's posted more words and pictures, including
some with motorcycles, at www.dougkoop.ca.
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TheGlobalVillage

from the Vatican to accompany the

Pope on a pilgrimage, so when one
came last year, I accepted.

Francis of Assisi (1181 to 1226) was
the founder of the Franciscans, an order
devoted to helping the poor. The current
Pope Benedict XVI invited Christian and
other religious leaders to join him for a
pilgrimage to Assisi, the place where the
Franciscans were founded.

It was a gracious invitation to pray
together for peace. A bus picked us up
at our hotel and, following wailing po-
lice sirens, we made our way quickly
through the maze of Rome’s traffic to a

I t's not every day I receive an invitation

BY BRIAN C. STILLER

An Evangelical Visits the Vatican

sented by the World Evangel-
ical Alliance.

The globalization of our
world means what happensin
one part of the world ripples
its way to another. A Muslim
and Christian mob scene in
Nigeria touches the lives of
Christians and Muslims in
other countries. If we are not
present, our voice is not heard.
If we are not heard, we have 0

0.15 030

(Rome)

0.50 km

no right to complain if our

concerns, ideas or initiatives
are ignored. And if we are absent, the
gospel (as we Evangelicals affirm it) may

waiting train in the Vati- be shunted to the side.
can. The speedy train . We should be there.
travelled north through Christianand We have a heritage of in-
picturesque Italian other religious tellectual and spiritual
tryside, slowi derstanding. Absent
Gown theough ilges_ 162dETSTIGEA R
as crowds gathered on to know who the be overlooked, forgot-
station platformstooffer  other playersare.  tenorignored. There s

their best wishes, ending
at the spectacular hillside
of Assisi.

When problems
arise, itisimportant

also a practical reason.
WEA as the official
worldwide representa-

Three hundred of we know where tive of Evangelicals has
us gathered, first at the business to do on behalf
Basilica of the Angel of We can go of its members, with its
St. Mary for speeches. A for help to national alliances in

lunch was served by the
Franciscans, followed by
a time of personal pray-
er. We then walked up the hillside to a
service of singing and praise on the plaza
of the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi.

Designed by the Vatican to focus on
peace, the event reminded us of our role
as peacemakers.

Should we - as global evangelical
leaders — have even attended?

Let me answer in context: worldwide
there are some 2.2 billion Christians.
Over one billion claim allegiance to the
Roman Catholic church, 500 million are
in churches linked to the World Council
of Churches (including the Orthodox),
and 600 million are evangelical, repre-
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find solutions.

129 countries.

Christian and other
religious leaders need
to know who the other players are. When
problems arise, it is important we know
where we can go for help to find solutions.
It isn’t just missionaries in other parts of
the world who have to deal with religious
differences. We need to find solutions to
conflicts that come with migration, and
we will need to increase our activity in
diffusing problems that too often end in
hostilities.

We also have much to learn. While the
formal events were valuable, as usual, it
was over meals, walking the corridors of
churches and the streets of Rome and As-
sisiIlearned the most. Here’s a snapshot
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of my lessons from Rome:

The event honoured Evangelicals,
and gave a special place to Baptists and
Pentecostals. While other religious lead-
ers were respected and given time at the
podium, there was never a doubt we
gathered under the Trinitarian vision of
God, the deity of Jesus and the life and
work of the Spirit.

Everything changed when the Pope
entered the room. All eyes were on him.
What I found amazing was other faiths
(I should note Muslims were not repre-
sented by their senior leaders) would put
themselves under the canopy of Rome,
an acknowledgement that in the world
of religion, Rome is senior.

The quality of evangelical pastors in
Rome is remarkable. I left with no wor-
ries that our message and presence is in
any danger of compromise.

In this time of enormous change I'm
anchored by the Apostle Paul who noted
that as King David led, he “served his gen-
eration.” Today leads into tomorrow. As
we carefully work to get it right today, it
will be the foundation on which our next
generation will make lead. So when in
Rome, listen and learn.

BRIAN C. STILLER of Newmarket, Ont.,
is the global ambassador for The
World Evangelical Alliance.
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Watch BY JAMES A. BEVERLEY

Warring Over the Spirit

We need deeper discernment around
charismatic controversies.

id you hear the one about the religious leader
Dbanned from entering the United Kingdom last

August? No, contrary to what you might expect,
the person is not a Muslim radical but controversial Can-
adian Pentecostal revivalist Todd Bentley. Bentley became
famous and notorious in 2008 when tens of thousands of
Christians flocked to the Florida Outpouring, a revival he
was leading in Lakeland.

The meetings started in April and by mid-June millions
were watching nightly on God TV. As I wrote at the time,
Bentley was scorned for his wild antics in worship by some
Pentecostal and charismatic leaders but was endorsed by
most. Tragically the Outpouring came to a crashing halt
when it was revealed his marriage was falling apart and he
was in an extramarital relationship. He withdrew from pub-
liclife, remarried and went through a period of restoration.

As 0f2010 Bentley was back in ministry, travelling the
world - but not the United Kingdom. The British home
secretary refused him a visa, claiming the government
stops entry to those “who might seek to undermine our
society.” Bentley blamed the ban on religious discrimina-
tion, and his followers expressed outrage. Even though
some of his tactics are disturbing, the idea he could or
would undermine British society is laughable.

The whole saga is indicative of the diametrically op-
posed reactions to many elements in the Pentecostal and
charismatic worlds. It is yes or no, true or false, divine
or demonic, good or evil. No hesitation or qualification
or ambiguity. The famous Toronto renewal of 1994 is a
blessing or a curse. Benny Hinn is either phenomenal or
a fraud. Tongues are for everyone or no one. Healings
happen all the time or never.

While nuance is sometimes a curse, the Spirit wars
deserve a bit of a cooling off and deeper discernment on
opposing sides. To that end let me offer ten principles for
engaging the controversial issues, leaders and movements
as we move into this new year.

“Test the spirits,” as the Apostle John urges in 1 John
4:1. Critics are right to test in all areas. Pro-charismatics
need to stop being so defensive about the necessary prob-
ing of healing claims, wild revelations and strange mani-
festations that are part of contemporary revivalism.

Have courage. It takes a strong will and bold heart to
stand against falsehoods and lies dominant in our own

theological or denominational camps. Careless proph-
ecies circulate widely among some charismatics, while a
careless reading of motives often make the rounds among
non-charismatics.

Recognize God’s sovereignty and power. Charismatics
are right in principle that God can do miracles and “His ways
are not our ways.” The key issue is not whether miracles can
happen but whether they actually do happen.

Resist superficiality. Assessing spiritual integrity is not
helped by shallow judgments. Owning or leasing a private jet
might make economic sense in various ministries. Speaking
inasouthern accent is no proof of hypocrisy. Not having gold
dust on your clothes is no sign of sin.

Pray for discernment and dig deep. Various Internet
sites claim Rodney Howard-Browne's faith healing led to
his daughter Kelly’s death. Not even remotely true. I met
Kelly several times before her death from cystic fibrosis
in 2002. Her parents prayed for healing, but also got her
great medical care throughout her life.

Recognize weaknesses in great movements and lead-
ers. Granted, Southern Baptists have wonderful focus on
central Christian truths. Have they gone too far on the
anti-charismatic bandwagon? Granted, charismatics ex-
ercise great faith. Have they gone too far over gold dust
and jewels from heaven?

Respect the Pentecostal and charismatic traditions.
The growth of these two movements is one of the astound-
ing stories of modern Christianity. Millions have come to
Jesus through these traditions, regardless of their nega-
tives. Of course, respect in general still allows critique of
major weaknesses.

Remember “the main things are the plain things”
(as Norman Geisler puts it). Stick to the major teachings
of Scripture on the Holy Spirit and you won’t go wrong.

Don’t turn the unusual into the normal. Let's say for the
sake of argument that God leads an individual Christian to
“roar like a lion” in a meeting. Well, that's one thing. Turning
that into a worldwide spiritual fad is quite another.

Avoid false dichotomies. Many issues are not settled
by binary choices. Heidi Baker’s great love and care for or-
phans in Mozambique is not to be cast aside simply because
she seems naive about certain apostles and prophets. John
MacArthur’s great sermons are not to be cast aside simply
because he’s sometimes too hard on charismatics.

Let’s once again humble ourselves and ask God to lead
us into the new year with His Spirit.

JAMES BEVERLEY is professor of Christian thought and
ethics at Tyndale Seminary in Toronto. He has
written frequently on charismatic issues.
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Missional God,
Missional Church:
Hope for Re-
evangelizing
the West
Author: Ross
Hastings
InterVarsity, 2012.
346 pages. $25.99

BOOK & MUSIC REVIEWS

ture of the once-crucified One,
the Trinitarian and participa-
tory nature of the
commission, the
impartation of
the Spirit, and the
privileged task of
pronouncing for-
giveness.

Hastings is full
of “hope for re-

his book by Re-
gent College’s
associate pro-

fessor of pastoral theology is a
clarion call for churches to re-
discover their missional identity
in the missional God. Hastings
writes compellingly and pas-
sionately, engaging the reader
with the concept of mission as
“participation of the church and
its members in the missional
God.”

Complementing the work
of other missiologists, Hast-
ings presents a Trinitarian
theology of the Church and its
mission that is both deep and
wide. Such an approach allows
for “openness to the world and
integrity of the church, cultural
relevance and confessional
rootedness in the grand narra-
tive of the Christian tradition
and historic orthodoxy, open-
ness to the surprising new
works of the Spirit and a cath-
olicity that reflects the depth
of a liturgical and sacramental
tradition.”

The burden of Missional
God, Missional Church is an
incisive exposition of John
20:19-23, which depicts the
factors that transformed the
early Church. Hastings focus-
es on the Church discovering
and disseminating shalom.
He offers a fivefold perspec-
tive on how to break the fear
and despair surrounding mis-
sion and bring shalom to the
senders and the sent - the
presence and influence of the
risen Jesus, the redemptive na-
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evangelizing the
West.” Indeed, he says, the
Church’s “deep and wide mis-
sional identity is the only hope.”
Missional God, Missional
Church will resonate with all
those who care about the role
and mission of the Church in
the 21st century.
—-Burton K. Janes

The Good Girl’s

in Belleville, Ont., spends just
the right amount of time un-
packing the term “good girl.”
There’s no assumption here all
“good girls” have always been
that way, but lots of straight
talk about how life — and sex
- get better, faster, if married
couples don’t have a lot of bag-
gage they are piling onto the
foot of their bed.

Gregoire reclaims the word
“fun” for sex between husband
and wife, and one of the great
strengths of this book (besides
all the clear information about
topics like oral sex, anatomy,
sex toys, porn, orgasms and
boundaries) is Gregoire’s
shame-free perspective on
making love with your spouse.

With chapter titles like
“From Fizzle to Sizzle for Her,”
Gregoire gives advice and direc-

Guide to Great
Sex (And You
Thought Bad
Girls Have

All the Fun)
Author: Sheila
Wray Gregoire -
Zondervan, 2012.
224 pages. $16.49
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the gead girl's guide
io greal sex

tion as if talking to
her slightly young-
er best friend, and
the entire book
gives permission to
Christian women
to relax, loosen
up and enjoy the
amazing possibil-
ities of a healthy

N
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when my 12-year-old son
discovered The Good Girl’s
Guide to Great Sex on my bed-
side table — and asked me why
I'was reading it. But I recovered
quickly and told him I was re-
viewing it for Faith Today, and
that it was mostly aimed at un-
married young women. That
solved an uncomfortable mo-
ment, but it’s not quite true.
Sheila Wray Gregoire’s
latest boundary-busting book
can inform, equip, and shat-
ter stereotypes for a woman
of any age and length of mar-
riage. And I dare say there’s a
lot here for a man to learn too.
Gregoire, a prolific Chris-
tian author and speaker based

It was awkward

I www.FaithToday.ca

- and fun! - sex life with your
husband. —Karen Stiller

Alert to Glory
Author: Sally Ito
Turnstone Press, 2011.
92 pages. $17

he title of this poetry
collection says much
about the way Sally Ito

looks at the world. She is Alert
to Glory, alert to the way God
shows Himself in our world.
She sees Him in the sparrows
on her back fence that “bear
the burden / of the cold, light
as the cross / of their hollow
bones.” She sees His handi-
work in the clouds: “Who

knew the sky
contained so
much of Him?”

Hers is an in-
carnational ap-
proach to faith
- an approach
Luci Shaw once
explained by
saying: “I am
learning to recognize pointers to
transcendent realities in almost
anything I see.” (Shaw, born in
1928, is a well-known writer-in-
residence at Regent College.)

Ito, born in 1964, is writer-
in-residence at the University
of Manitoba’s Centre for Cre-
ative Writing and Oral Culture,
and this is her third poetry col-
lection. It received an award of
merit at the Canadian Chris-
tian Writing Awards in June,
yet deserves much more atten-
tion. It demonstrates how we
Christians can be more aware
of God in our world.

For example, as she attends
to the gradual ripening of green
tomatoes on her windowsill,
she (and we) are reminded of
God'’s waiting for transforma-
tion within those He’s created.

She also invites us into other
parts of her life, such as the
experiences of a mother with
small children. In the poem
“Wild Blueberries” her “tod-
dler’s hands pick and fumble /
to bring [the fruits’] sweetness
into her mouth.” Her observa-
tion of the affectionate touch
of a married couple’s hands in
church, imagined through the
eyes “of the one without,” to
her is “Like a hawk, / hungry
for God, lonely for His touch.”

The book also includes a
brief series of Advent poems
and another group about spirit-
ual gifts. This book consistent-
ly invites us to look with her
at our world, and to see God
there. -D. S. Martin
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Heron River:

A Novel

Author: Hugh Cook
Mosaic Press, 2012.
280 pages. $22.95

nimals and vulnerable
people are at the heart
of the fourth book of

fiction from Hamilton, Ont.,
author Hugh Cook. They in-
spire reflection on compas-
sion, innocence and evil in
a narrative woven around a
handful of characters in the
town of Caithness, a fictional-
ized version of Caledonia, Ont.

Caithness is a semi-rural
area adjacent to the Six Na-
tions Indian Reserve on the
banks of the Grand River,
about 100 km southwest of To-
ronto - not far from Hamilton.

(Full disclosure: I took courses
from Cook as a student at Re-
deemer University College
and now teach his third-year
creative writing course.)

Heron River's protagon-
ist is Madeline, who in 1994
is a middle-aged high school
teacher coping with multiple
sclerosis as well as guilt from
an accident that caused brain
damage in her son Adam 20
years before. Madeline regu-
larly visits her aged father in
a medical facility - he suffers
from dementia and doesn’t
seem to understand most com-
munication.

Adam in 1994 is an adult
who occasionally visits her
from a nearby group home.

The novel also focuses

Recent Publications of Note

« Christ Our Reconciler: Gospel, Church, World, edited by JuliaE.
M. Cameron (InterVarsity, 2012). A compilation of the addresses

from the historic Cape Town 2010 Lausanne Congress, one of the
most representative gatherings of the global Church in the his-
tory of Christianity.

 Genius Born of Anguish: The Life and Legacy of Henri Nouwen by
Michael Higgins and Kevin Burns (Novalis, 2012). An illuminating

biography of the Dutch-born psychologist and Roman Catholic
priest (1932-1996) who wrote 39 books and after 1985 made his
home in Richmond Hill, Ont., at Daybreak, a LArche community
for people with intellectual disabilities.

« A Guide to Governing Charities: Success in the Boardroom Starts
With Asking the Right Questions by Ted Hull (Word Alive, 2011).
The author, chair of Missionfest Manitoba, draws on 25 years of
work with churches and charities to tackle 16 questions board
members need to answer.

« Kingdom Beyond Borders: Finding Hope Along the Refugee High-
way by Helena Smrcek (WestBow, 2011). True educational and
inspirational stories about refugees connected with the Helping
Hands Ministry in Athens, Greece. The author, aformer refugee,
lives in Ontario.

» TheologyinAisle Seven, an e-book by Carolyn Arends (Christian-
ity Today International, 2012). Twenty-five refreshing and insight-
ful musings by an award-winning writer and musician from British
Columbia.

» Heavenly Participation: The Weaving of a Sacramental Tapestry
by Hans Boersma (Eerdmans, 2011). A theologian at Regent Col-
lege draws on Christian thinkers throughout history to encour-

on Jacob, a good-
hearted paperboy
who gets his thrills
slipping into the
homes of customers
on vacation; Tara, a
policewoman hurt
while intervening
in a domestic dis-
pute; and Orrin, a
troubled young man from a
dysfunctional family.

Cook develops psychologic-
ally insightful portraits of these
characters, with each seeking
justice and healing. Examined
together they explore vulner-
ability, especially the awk-
wardness of needing to accept
help from others and the risk
of making friends.

How each character treats

animals is signifi-
cant, an idea under-
lined by Keller, a Na-
tive character who
befriends Adam
and shares Native
creation stories that
highlight the fragility
of the world.

The novel’s Chris-
tian elements are mostly im-
plicit rather than explicit, and
characters occasionally use
foul language. Like many liter-
ary novels it’s big on character
and description and sometimes
dark in mood, but it sticks to
everyday language and in-
cludes suspense and hopeful
elements. A great choice for a
reading group.

—Bill Fledderus

age Evangelicals and other Christians to retrieve a sacramental
worldview, and cultivate a greater awareness of our participation
in eternal mysteries beyond the here and now.

Where Mortals Dwell: A Christian View of Place Today by Craig G.
Bartholomew (Baker Academic, 2011). Surveys biblical ideas and
then addresses urban planning, pilgrimage, community, the en-
vironment and more. By a professor of philosophy and theology
at Redeemer University College in Hamilton, Ont.

The Swedish Atheist, the Scuba Diver and Other Apologetic Rab-
bit Trails by Randal Rauser (InterVarsity, 2012). An extended
hypothetical conversation between a Christian and a nonbeliever,
modelling conversational apologetics and highlighting the im-
portance of the narrative journey in such conversations. Rauser is
an associate professor of historical theology at Taylor Seminary
in Edmonton.

Tenacious: Inspiration and Encouragement From Those Who
Persevere, produced and published by The Pentecostal Assem-
blies of Canada (2011). A cross section of authors share stories of
how God, by His Spirit, has worked through them in a number of
contexts of ministry to see fruitfulness and lasting impact.

Metaphors We Teach By: How Metaphors Shape What We Do in
Classrooms, edited by Ken Badley and Harro Van Brummelen
(Wipf & Stock, 2012). Reflective and thought-provoking essays
by Christian educators from Trinity Western University, Tyndale
University College and elsewhere.

Baptists and Public Life in Canada, edited by Gordon L. Heath
and Paul R. Wilson (Pickwick/ Wipf & Stock, 2012). Explores
the connections between Baptist faith and Baptist activity in
the public domain. Produced by the Canadian Baptist Historical
Society.
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ARE YOUNG PEOPLE
LEAVING YOUR CHURCH?

A new Canadian
report studied 2,049
young adults and
suggests ways to
reverse the trend.

Commissioned
by the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada
Youth andYoung Adult
Ministry Roundtable.

Visit www.hemorrhagingfaith.com

to order your copy today.
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Comfort, Durability, and Elegance

¥ Unbeatable Value!

v Lifetime Warrantyl

v Ergonomic Comfort!
v Award-Winning Styling!

¥ Maintenance-Free Design!

QUALITY CHURCH CHAIRS.
100% MADE IN CANADA BY CANADIANS.
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CAREERS

Peace Portal Alliance Church, located
30 minutes south of Vancouver, B.C., is
prayerfully seeking a new Lead Pastor to
shepherd a congregation with an aver-
age Sunday attendance of over 1,500
adults representing multiple generations.
The successful candidate is expected to
provide leadership to a multi-staff team
within a collaborative context. The Lead
Pastor will have demonstrated an unwav-
ering commitment to biblical truth, and
the ability to communicate these truths in
ways that inspire people to grow in their
Christian faith and more fully live out the
Great Commission.

If you are interested in submitting your
name for this position, please e-mail a
cover letter and resume to ppacsearch-
committee@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Over the last four years First Baptist
Church, Orillia has been experiencing un-

@ Crandall

University
Employment (Opportunity

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Crandall University is a Christian
University located in Moncton, NB, Canada.

The VPAA is the chiel academic oficer
of the university and reports directly to the
President, Responsibilities include giving
oversight and leadership to all academic
policies, programs and personnel. The
YPAA must be committed fully to the
mission of Crandall University and take
leadership in promoting within the faculty
the passion and strategies for integrating
faith and learning.

The ideal candidate will have experience
in university teaching, research and
administration, i.e. dean, vice-president,
president, and a demonstrated awareness of
the postsecondary landscape within North
America,

In accordance with Canadian immigration
regulations, this advertisement is addressed
first to Canadian citizens and permanent
residents. For a more detailed
advertisement, visit our website at
www.crandallu.ca.

Qualified candidates should send a letter
of application, C.V_, and three letters of
reference o: Janet Williston, Crandall
University, Box 6004, Moncton, NB, E1C
9L7T or email janct. willistond@crandallu.ca,
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Network CLASSIFIED ADS

usual growth. Many of the 500-600 regu-
lar attendees are recent converts with little
to no Christian background. Additionally
God has blessed us with many opportuni-
ties to do meaningful mission in our city
both through local partners and home-
grown initiatives. God has expanded our
core and increased our contact with the
community. We want to steward this mo-
mentum well and we need the right per-
son to help us do that.

The Senior Associate will oversee the
progression of ministry running from first
contact through committed service within
this tribe. As our contact points within the
community are multiplied through local
mission and branch planting, the need for
effective co-ordination and communica-
tion is heightened. The Senior Associate
will provide oversight and leadership to

705-222-5025

this critical task. This position will report
directly to the Lead Pastor and will operate
within the context of “Senior Pastoral Staff.”
Alongside our Worship Pastor and Pastor
Of Congregational Life, the Senior Associ-
ate Pastor will provide mature and strategic
counsel and will exercise oversight of all
program and administrative level staff.

The person applying for this position
will need to have a deep respect for God's
Word, an enthusiasm for the ministry of
the Holy Spirit, a genuine belief in the
priest-hood of all believers and an active
passion for incarnational ministry within
the city of Orillia.

For a full job description please visit
www.firstbaptistorillia.org. All interested
applicants may forward a cover letter and

resumé with references to office@first
baptistorillia.org

faithboo

Do you want to discuss articles from

Faith Today with other readers
immediately?
You cando it now at
www.facebook.com/faithtoday.

Directory

BUSINESS CARD ADS
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MISCELLANEOUS

Looking for liberty to minister the gospel?
In ministry, and looking for accountability
through ministerial credentials?
Contact: Evangelical Christian Church
in Canada (Christian Disciples) @
www.cecconline.net

Email: cecc@rogers.com
Toll Free: 1-888-981-8881

President
The Board of Governors of Providence
University College and Theological
Seminary seeks an energetic, experi-
enced, and accomplished leader who
has gained distinction in academia
and organizational management to be
the next University College and
Seminary President.

A full Opportunity Profile is available at
http://prov.ca/presidentialsearch.
Please direct all inquiries, nominations,
and applications in confidence to: Libby
Hanna, Chair of the Providence Presi-
dential Search Committee, c/o Marla
Williamson, Providence University Col-
lege and Theological Seminary, 10 Col-
lege Cres., Otterburne, MB, ROA 1GO0,
or by email to presidential search@
Dprov.ca. Electronic submission of
materials is strongly encouraged.

The search will remain open until the
position is filled, with the appointment
to the presidency expected to take
effect June 2013. Providence is com-
mitted to employment equity and all
qualified candidates are encouraged to
submit an application. For more infor-
mation about Providence , please visit
its website: www.providenceuc.ca.

PROVIDENCE
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

NOW ON
ANDROID!

Download the free FaithToday app
and read the entire magazine on
the go. Available for Android and
iOS devices (including iPod Touch,
iPad and iPhone).

www.faithtoday.ca
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CulturelnCanada

“Legal” Doesn’t
Mean “Approved”

Some of us need to adjust our thinking.

62
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ne of the most important stupid things that smart

people have been saying in Canada lately is that

because something is legal, it is therefore good.
The mere fact something is explicitly allowed by law is
construed to mean it has the full endorsement of the State
and of all right-thinking people.

Same-sex marriage is an obvious example. Consider this
analysis by University of Western Ontario law professor
Bradley Miller (from a recent article in Public Discourse):

The formal effect of the judicial decisions (and sub-
sequent legislation) establishing same-sex civil mar-
riage in Canada was simply that persons of the same
sex could now have the government recognize their
relationships as marriages. But the legal and cultural
effect was much broader. What transpired was the
adoption of a new orthodoxy: that same-sex relation-
ships are, in every way, the equivalent of traditional
marriage, and that same-sex marriage must therefore
be treated identically to traditional marriage in law
and public life.

A corollary is that anyone who rejects the new
orthodoxy must be acting on the basis of bigotry and
animus toward gays and lesbians.

Michael Harris, the Canadian author of a new young
adult novel called Homo (Lorimer, 2012), writes in The
Walrus along exactly the same lines. He begins by mak-
ing the basic mistake of confusing legalizing same-sex
marriage by the Federal Government with “the country”
actually “endorsing” gay marriage. We must ask: Would
he equate every piece of legislation enacted since then by
the Federal Government to be something “the country”
has “endorsed”? I dare say he would not.

Harris refers to the James Chamberlain court case in
Surrey, B.C., in which a kindergarten teacher felt strongly
children ought to be reading Dr. Seuss-like books por-
traying same-sex relationships as perfectly normal. Harris
explains the rationale: “Given that the country endorsed
gay relationships, [same-sex relationships] would have to
be discussed in a positive manner in schools - even in
kindergarten classrooms.”

Harris concludes, in language that would be startling
to any historian, political scientist or jurist, that human
rights include “the right to be celebrated.”

This is not just a position with which I disagree. This

www.FaithToday.ca

BY JOHN G. STACKHOUSE JR.

is thinking that is so bad, it doesn't even have the right
issue in focus.

Lying is legal - in all but certain situations such as
contracts and slander. So are we to introduce books into
the public school curriculum endorsing dishonesty as just
another lifestyle choice? Perhaps Black Lies, White Lies,
Everybody Lies and Lies?

Or let’s pick three quick examples from the beginning
of the alphabet. Adultery is legal, but poll after poll show
that decades of legality have not made most Canadians
condone it, much less endorse it. Alcoholism is legal, but
it's hardly a commendable life choice. Abortion is legal,
but no one seriously suggests “the country” has “endorsed”
the idea of aborting a baby for just any reason at any mo-
ment in a pregnancy. Even those in favour of easy abortion
hesitate to agree that a mother, finding her labour too pain-
ful and wishing to end it by any means possible, should be
permitted to ask for and receive an abortion.

Forgive my bluntness, but it’s plainly stupid to say that
what law folerates an entire country endorses, much less
to believe what one particular government has managed
to enact in this or that piece of legislation reflects a broad
cultural consensus.

So why would evidently intelligent people say such
dumb things?

Because something else is going on. Revenge? Maybe.
Preventing opponents from mounting a counterattack?
Likely. Self-righteousness? Evidently.

We have to keep pointing out both this fundamental
mistake of calling good what is only legal, and also this
hypocrisy of calling only some things good just because
they’re legal. This willful confusion is just the latest move
in the long game of cultural authority, the struggle over
whose values will dominate Canadian life.

Any parent, teacher or boss - pretty much any adult -
knows that sometimes you can allow what you do not affirm.

It's time to push back, firmly and constantly, against this
adolescent insistence that everyone approve of me and my
choices. What is now legal behaviour should be clear to all
Canadians. But as we tolerate such behaviour, as we avoid
and prevent unfair discrimination against those who engage
in such behaviour, we in no way need to agree with it — and
we in turn are legally entitled to so disagree, freely and openly.

That’s what it means to be a grown-up, Dr. Seuss-ish
propaganda notwithstanding.

John Stackhouse teaches theology and culture at
Regent College in Vancouver. He is the author of
Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real
World (Oxford, 2011) and tweets as @jgsphd.
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Pastor and author David Platt boldly challenged the church with his message
in Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream. David Platt’s

- next major message is a wake-up call to the church, compelling us to exam-

.7, ine the validity of our own personal faith. There's a cost to truly giving your-

' self to Christ's call: “Follow me.” Are you truly a follower of Christ?
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WHAT DOES 1T TAKE TO |
TRULY END POVERTY IN

THE LIFE OF A CHILD?

That's why Compassion works only with the
local church in 26 of the world’s poorest
countries to help children get an education,
stay healthy, learn how to0 build strong
relationships and discover God’s love for
them in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

CONNECT WITH COMPASSION: Cg child

www.compassion.ca | facebook.com/CompassionCA
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